


MINUTES
INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMISSION

October 25, 2024
		_________________________________________________________


The Independent Citizens Commission met on Friday, October 25, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. in room 130 of the State Capitol Building in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Chair Annabelle Tuck called the meeting to order and called the role.  

Commission Members present: 
Chair Annabelle Tuck		Mr. Clark Smith		Mr. Larry McCredy
Mr. Robert Husong		Ms. Jan Zimmerman		Mr. Frank Guinn  

Auditor’s Staff present:
Mr. T.J. Fowler			Ms. Dawna Kerr		Ms. Wendy Spadoni

Attorney General Staff present:
	Mr. Aaron Lowrey

Approval of minutes from September 25, 2024
A motion was made by Ms. Jan Zimmerman and seconded by Mr. Clark Smith. The motion was passed unanimously.

Chair Annabelle Tuck opened the meeting.  She then asked Mr. T.J. Fowler to present his PowerPoint on the Independent Citizens Commission - Constitutional Requirements, Historical Overview and Salary Review by Position.  

Chair Tuck reopened the discussion on salary adjustments for Circuit Court Judges, Court of Appeals Judges, State Supreme Court Justices and State District Court Judges and Prosecuting Attorneys. Commissioner Clark Smith noted that it had been two years since the commission granted those positions a pay increase.  After discussion, a motion was made by Ms. Jan Zimmerman that the recommendation of this commission be that Arkansas judges receive a 6% increase to make up for not receiving an increase in 2023. Seconded by Mr. Clark Smith.  Recommendation passed unanimously.  

Chair Tuck asked Mr. Bob McMahan, Prosecutor Coordinator, to explain the historical treatment of Prosecutors’ salaries.  Mr. McMahan noted that Division A Prosecutors’ salaries have generally been set at 95% of the increase agreed upon for District Judges, while Division B Prosecutors have historically received 85% increase of the Division A Prosecutors’ salaries.  Mr. Clark Smith made a motion to continue those percentages.  Mr. Larry McCredy seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

Chair Tuck then asked the Commissioners to comment on whether the Board should wait for written requests by public officials before considering an increase each year or whether the Board should go on their own motion and consider the Legislative salaries, the General Assembly’s salaries, Constitutional Officer’s salaries and the Judges and Prosecutor’s salaries automatically each year.  After discussion, the board concluded that, moving forward, the Commission would review each group annually even absent a request to do so from that group.    

In response to that conclusion, the board considered salaries for the Constitutional Officers and the General Assembly.  Mr. Clark Smith made a motion to increase salaries for Constitutional Officers and the General Assembly by 2%.  Mr. Robert Husong seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

Chair Tuck opened discussion regarding the Chairperson’s election.  Mr. Larry McCredy made a motion for Chairperson Tuck to continue as Chair.  Ms. Jan Zimmerman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

The new meeting date is set for Friday, November 15, 2024, at 10:00 a.m., in room 130 State Capitol Building.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.








