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LESSON 7.3

VEHICLE BLIND
SPOT SIMULATOR

This activity will help you understand what vehicle blind spots are and where they exist
by exploring how mirrors work and where they fall short. You will need painter's tape
and three handheld mirrors.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Get into groups of five.

2. Use painter’s tape to mark a rectangle on the floor as your “car” Place a chair
where the driver's seat would be.

3. One student will sit in the chair as the driver.

4. Two students will hold side mirrors on either side of the car. Use furniture if needed
to help hold them steady.

5. Ona student will act as the rearview mirror, holding the mirror just in front of the driver
in the center of the “car” where the rearview mirror would hang.

6. Tho drivor may “adjust” mirrors by asking students to move them until they can see cloarly.

7. The fifth student will move a small object areund the “vehicle
8. The driver observes whether they con see the object directly or in any mirror,
9,If the ebject disappears from view, that location is a blind spot

10. Rotate roles until everyone has been the driver, then answer the questions below.
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ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BELOW

1. Where were the blind spats located around the “driver?”

2. What couses blind spots in vohicles?

inareal car?

4. Wiy are blind spots dangercus for pedestrians and bicyclists?

5. As 0 pedestrian or cyclist, how con you protect yourself around vehicles?
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2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

* Introducing program to
6-8™ graders

« ARDOT visiting schools
statewide

- Educator engagement
and feedback

2026 AND BEYOND

Content revisions
9-12th grade program
K-5 program

Fully built out program in
every school statewide
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Hand Signals 101

& & 5 & @

Ajla & ‘a
LEFT TURN RIGHT TURN STOP

Left arm out Right arm straight out Left arm bent down
to the side OR left arm bent up with hand flat
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Most school buses don’t have
seatbelts — but they’re still
designed to protect you.

The seats form a safety structure
called compartmentalization,
similar to how an egg carton
protects eggs.
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The DANGER
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Walk on the LEFT SIDE of the road,
against the flow of traffic so you
can see cars coming.

Wear BRIGHT OR
REFLECTIVE gear.

Be EXTRA careful near
curves, hills and driveways.

Step OFF THE ROAD when
needed to give space.
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Road construction and maintenance
crews keep our roads safe, so we
should protect them when we drive.

= WATCH FOR WORK ZONES. Signs marking
them are typically diamond-shaped and
orange with black letters or symbols. A
work zone sign warns a driver that workers
may be alongside or on the roadway.
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