
1

POPULATION
TRENDS
in Arkansas

Alison Wright  | October 29, 2025

Arkansas Transportation Summit



2

97,574

3,011,524

0

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2,500,000

3,000,000

3,500,000

1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

Po
pu

la
tio

n

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1840 to 2020 decennial censuses

Decennial Census Year

Historical Population Trends in Arkansas
POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS



3

2,400,000

2,500,000

2,600,000

2,700,000

2,800,000

2,900,000

3,000,000

3,100,000

3,200,000

2000 Census 2010 Census 2020 Census July 1, 2024 Estimate 2030 Esri Projection

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census, 2010 Census, 2020 Census, and Population Division - Vintage 2024 Estimates; Esri

Po
pu

la
tio

n

Population Growth Since 2000 in Arkansas
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Components of Change in Arkansas

-5,189 -4,180 -1,116 -727

17,227

25,050 22,787
19,617

-5,000

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024

Natural Change Net Migration

POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division - Vintage 2024 Estimates



6

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

1,400,000

1,600,000

1,800,000

2,000,000

2000 Census 2010 Census 2020 Census July 1, 2024 Estimate

Under 18 years 18 to 64 years 65 years and over

-0.1% 2.3%

4.6% -1.7% 0.4%

6.4%
25.9%

12.3%

10.2%

Population Trends by Age Group in Arkansas
POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census Summary File 1, 2010 Census Summary File 1, 2020 Census Demographic Profile,
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census Summary File 1, 2010 Census Summary File 1, 2020 Census Demographic Profile,
and Population Division - Vintage 2024 Estimates
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Population Change by County: 2000 to 2030
POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census; Esri
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Natural Change by County: April 1, 2020 to July 1, 2024
POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. Release Date: June 2025
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Net Migration by County: April 1, 2020 to July 1, 2024
POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. Release Date: June 2025
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Percent of Population by Age Group by ARDOT District: July 1, 2024
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Median Age by ARDOT District: July 1, 2024

39.3

40.5 40.4

35.9

42.3

39.7 39.8

38.2

39.0

37.0

State
38.8

32.0

34.0

36.0

38.0

40.0

42.0

44.0

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 7 District 8 District 9 District 10

POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division – Vintage 2024 Estimates

A
ge

 in
 Y

ea
rs



16

Median Age by County: July 1, 2024
POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division – Vintage 2024 Estimates
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Highlights

 The population in Arkansas is projected to 
continue to grow.

POPULATION TRENDS IN ARKANSAS

 People moving into the state are currently
driving the population growth.

 The share of the population that is 65 years and 
over is increasing.
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Thank You!

W e b s i t e
YourAEDI.com/arkansas-state-data-center/

E m a i l
alwright@ualr.edu
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