
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 6, 2025 
 
 

TO: Master Files 
 
FROM: Josh Seagraves, Division Head – Environmental 
 
SUBJECT: Job 110831 
 FAP ACSTPF-0019(61) 
 Hwy. 42 Slide Repairs (Cross Co.) (S) 
 Route 42, Section 3 
 Cross County 
 Tier 1 Categorical Exclusion 
 
 After appropriate environmental review, it has been determined that the subject job is a Tier 1 Categorical 
Exclusion as described by the ARDOT/FHWA Programmatic Agreement on Categorical Exclusion 
Documentation and Processing.  A public hearing will not be offered for this project. 
 
 The purpose of this project is to rehabilitate seven slide areas along Hwy. 42 between the St. Francis 
River and County Rd. 401 in Cross County using rock buttresses and geotextiles.  Approximately 0.7 acre of 
temporary construction easement will be required for this project.  A project location map is attached. 
 
 The project will not involve relocations, prime farmlands, wetlands, underground storage tanks, 
hazardous materials, or cultural resources.  This project has been determined to generate minimal air quality 
impacts for Clean Air Act criteria pollutants and has not been linked with any special mobile source air toxics 
concerns.  The cultural resources clearance is attached. 
 
 The official species list obtained from the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) Information for 
Planning and Consultation identified the Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis), Piping 
Plover (Charadrius melodus), Rufa Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa), Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys 
temminckii), Fat Pocketbook (Potamilus capax), Scaleshell Mussel (Leptodea leptodon), Monarch Butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus), and pondberry (Lindera melissifolia) as species potentially occurring within the project 
area.  
 
 Utilizing the “Arkansas Multi-Species Determination Key,” it has been determined that the project will 
have “no effect” on the Eastern Black Rail, Piping Plover, Red Knot, and Northern Long-eared Bat, and “may 
affect but is not likely to adversely affect” the Fat Pocketbook, Scaleshell Mussel, and the pondberry.  The 
USFWS concurred with these determinations on 01/22/2025. 
 
 The Alligator Snapping Turtle and the Monarch Butterfly are currently proposed threatened species; 
however, the proposed project will not jeopardize the continued existence of either of these species.   
 
 Waters of the US will not be impacted by this project; therefore, a Section 404 permit will not be required. 
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Cross County participates in the National Flood Insurance Program.  The project lies within a Zone A 
Special Flood Hazard Area.  The final project design will be reviewed to confirm that the design is adequate 
and that the potential risk to life and property are minimized.  Adjacent properties should not be impacted nor 
have a greater flood risk than existed before construction of the project.  None of the encroachments will 
constitute a substantial floodplain encroachment or a risk to property or life. 
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TO: Environmental Job File 
 
FROM:  M. Hughes, Cultural Resources 
 
SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Constraints 
  Job 110831 
  Hwy. 42 Slide Repairs (Cross Co.) (S) 
  Route 42, Section 3 
  Cross County 
 
This job proposes to utilize Federal-Aid Emergency Relief Funds to repair seven slide areas on Highway 42 
with rock buttresses.  All work will take place on existing disturbed ground.  No new right-of-way (ROW) will 
be required.  
 
A records review and a remote visual inspection have been conducted for this project.  The review included 
the site files at the Arkansas Archeological Survey’s (ARAS) database for previously recorded archeological 
sites and the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program’s (AHPP) database for National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) listed and eligible structures.  Map review included the 1846 General Land Office (GLO) plat 
of Township 9 North, Range 4 East; the 1936 Cross County highway map; the 1940, 1956 and 1966 15’  
Princedale, ARK topographic maps; the 1984 7.5’ Princedale, ARK topographic map; and a 1957 aerial 
image. None of the resources reviewed indicated potential sites, structures, or cultural resources in or near 
the project locations.   
 
The highway infrastructure, known construction practices, utilities, and available plans were examined to 
assess previous ground disturbance. This type of undertaking will not affect historic properties. All work will 
be within the existing ROW, and the current scope of the project occurs within previously disturbed areas. 
Therefore, this project requires no Section 106 review under Appendix C, Activity 32 of the 2021 
Programmatic Agreement.  

M H 



From: Lewis, Lindsey
To: Hallett, Sarah J.
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Concurrence Request 110831 Hwy. 42 Slide Repairs (Cross Co.) (S)
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2025 6:27:36 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of AʀDOT. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Sarah,

As stated in the Consistency Letter, the Service concurs with the "No Effect" and “NLAA”
determination(s) for the listed species identified. No further consultation for this project is
required for these species. The verification letter confirms you may rely on effect
determinations provided in the Arkansas Determination Key for project review and guidance
for federally listed species to satisfy agency consultation requirements under Section 7(a)
(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.; ESA)."

The Service recommends that your agency contact the Arkansas Ecological Services Field
Office to re-initiate consultation or re-evaluate the determination key(s) in IPaC if: 1) the
scope, timing, duration, or location of the proposed project changes, 2) new
information/surveys reveal the action may affect listed species, karst habitat, or designated
critical habitat; or 3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated. If any of the above
conditions occurs, additional consultation with the Arkansas Ecological Services Field
Office should take place before project changes are final or resources are committed.

The Service has no additional comments or concerns and agrees with the determinations,
non-jeopardy determinations, all other justifications provided, Monarch Butterfly
conservation measures, and concurrences made through the Arkansas Dkey.

Thanks,

Lindsey Lewis
Biologist

US Fish & Wildlife Service
Arkansas Field Office
110 South Amity Rd., Suite 300
Conway, Arkansas  72032

(501) 513-4489 - voice
(501) 513-4480 - fax
Lindsey_Lewis@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this sender is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties.

mailto:lindsey_lewis@fws.gov
mailto:Sarah.Hallett@ardot.gov
mailto:Lindsey_Lewis@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/arkansas-es/
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From: Hallett, Sarah J. <Sarah.Hallett@ardot.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2025 9:40 AM
To: Lewis, Lindsey <lindsey_lewis@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Concurrence Request 110831 Hwy. 42 Slide Repairs (Cross Co.) (S)
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Lindsey,
 
ARDOT is planning a slide repair on Hwy. 42 in Cross County. The project will use the rock buttress
repair method.
 
I have attached the updated IPAC species list for your convenience. The project should have no effect
on the Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis), Piping Plover (Charadrius
melodus), and Rufa Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa) due to limited scope of the project, lack of
habitat, and distance to known populations as indicated in the USFWS Arkansas DKey consistency
letter (attached). The Arkansas DKey determined the project is not likely to adversely affect the Fat
Pocketbook (Potamilus copax), Scaleshell Mussel (Leptodea leptodon), and Pondberry (Lindera
melissifolia).
 
The project will not jeopardize the existence of the Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys
temminckii) or the Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus).
 
The Arkansas Department of Transportation is requesting concurrence with these effects
determinations. Please contact me if you have any questions.
 
Sarah Hallett
Natural Resources Specialist
Environmental Division
Arkansas Department of Transportation
10324 Interstate 30
Little Rock, AR 72209
P: (501) 569-2078
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ARDOT ENVIRONMENTAL VERIFICATION CHECKLIST 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

7/27/2018 

 
ARDOT Job 110831   FAP ACSTPF-0019(61)  
Job Title   Hwy. 75 Slide Repairs (Cross Co.) (S)  

 
Environmental Resource  None Minimal Major Comments 
Air Quality X   No impacts anticipated 
Cultural Resources X   Cultural resources memo attached 
Economic X   No impacts anticipated 
Endangered Species  X  NLAAs, see USFWS consultation 
Civil Rights/Title VI X   No impacts 
Fish and Wildlife X   No impacts anticipated 
Floodplains  X  Zone A SFHA 
Forest Service Property X   None in project area 
Hazardous Materials/Landfills X   None in project area 
Land Use  X  ~0.7 acre TCE required 
Migratory Birds X   No bridge or large culvert work  
Navigation/Coast Guard X   No navigable waters 
Noise Levels X   No impacts anticipated 
Prime Farmland X   No impacts anticipated 
Protected Waters X   None in project area 
Public Recreation Lands X   No impacts anticipated 
Public Water Supply/WHPA X   None in project area 
Relocatees X   No relocations 
Section 4(f)/6(f) X   No impacts anticipated 
Social X   No impacts anticipated 
Underground Storage Tanks X   No impacts anticipated 
Visual X   No impacts anticipated 
Streams X   None in project area  
Water Quality  X  Temporary during construction 
Wetlands X   None in project area   
Wildlife Refuges X   None in project area 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification Required?  No  
Short-term Activity Authorization Required?  No  
Section 404 Permit Required?  No  Type N/A  
Remarks:    
  
  
  

Signature of Evaluator   Date 3/4/2025  


