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A Tier 3 Categorical Exclusion, as described by the former Programmatic Agreement on 
Categorical Exclusion Documentation and processing, was approved for the referenced
project by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on July 18, 2024.  Since that time, 
the scope of rehabilitation has expanded based on a bridge inspection report, requiring a 
re-evaluation. 
 
The planned rehabilitation of the Highway 49 bridge structure 02899 over the Mississippi 
River will include replacement of the east abutment floor beam, stringer ends where 
necessary, cross beams beneath the bridge deck, numerous stiffeners, pin and hanger 
assemblies in the Main Truss Spans; plating in web and flanges of floor beams; repairing
the west abutment backwall; replacement of existing paint on the structural steel; a hydro-
demolition of the deck; and a polymer overlay of the roadway.  A project location map is 
attached.  
 
During construction, one lane will remain open at a time, though periodic short-term 
closures of both lanes may be necessary.  Traffic will be controlled by a traffic signal on 
each side of the bridge with anticipated waiting times posted by digital message signs to 
assist motorists.  All work will remain within existing right of way.  
 
The project would not involve relocations or impacts to underground storage tanks, 
wetland, Important Farmlands, noise, public water supplies, floodplains, or cultural 
resources associated with this project.  The 02899 bridge is considered eligible for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places; however, the scope of work will have 
no adverse effects to the bridge structure.  Hazardous waste generated in the form of 
lead or chromium may be present in the paint debris.  All hazardous waste discovered on 
the project will be removed, temporarily stored, and transported to an approved disposal 
facility as per Federal Regulation 40 CFR 260.  This project has been determined to 
generate minimal air quality impacts for Clean Air Act criteria pollutants and has not been 
linked with any special mobile source air toxics concerns. The Arkansas and Mississippi 
State Historic Preservation Officer’s clearances are attached. 
 
An initial Public Involvement (PI) meeting was held on November 6, 2025 and the project 
was available on the ARDOT website from October 31 through November 21, 2025.  On 
January 16, 2026, a stakeholders meeting was held at Helena Marine Services 
Incorporated to discuss the potential impacts of the proposed lane closure on the 
agribusiness community.  In an effort to provide updated construction and lane closure 
timelines, an informational meeting was held on May 28, 2026 and the project was 
available on the ARDOT website from May 22 through June 12, 2026.  Synopses for both 
the PI and informational meetings are attached. 
 
The attached species list obtained from the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) 
Information for Planning and Consultation identified the Tricolored at (Perimyotis 
subflavus), Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis), Ivory-billed Woodpecker 
(Campephilus prinipalis), Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), Rufa Red Knot (Calidris 
canutus rufa), Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii), Pallid Sturgeon 
(Scaphirhynchus albus), Fat Pocketbook (Potamilus capax), Monarch Butterfly (Danaus 
plexippus) and pondberry (Lindera melissifolia) as threatened and endangered species 
potentially occurring within the project area.  Due to the limited scope of the action, lack 
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of habitat, and distance to known species occurrences, it is our determination that the 
proposed project will have “no effect” on the aforementioned federally listed species.

The Monarch Butterfly is a proposed threatened species and as such is not federally 
protected under the Endangered Species Act. However, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service recommends agencies implement conservation measures for proposed species 
in action areas as these are species that may warrant future protection under the Act. 

Due to the work on the Mississippi River levee related repairing the west abutment 
backwall, the project will require a Section 408 permission from U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. This project will not have a discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of 
the United States, therefore no Section 404 permit will be required.    
 
No other adverse environmental impacts were identified. The checklist used to verify 
consideration of potential environmental impacts is attached. 

Commitments made as part of the NEPA process:

 Obtain Section 408 permission from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 







 

 
 
July 13, 2026 
 
Mr. Nikki Senn 
ARDOT 
10324 Interstate 30 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72203 
 
RE: Additional Information for the Proposed Rehabilitation of Hwy 49 MS River Bridge,
 (FHWA) MDAH Project Log #07-014-26 (03-085-24), Coahoma County 
 
Dear Ms. Senn: 
 
We have reviewed your request for a cultural resources assessment, received on July 1, 2026, 
for the above referenced project, in accordance with our responsibilities under Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR Part 800. After reviewing the information 
provided, it is our determination that the proposed work with have No Adverse Effect to historic 
resources. Therefore, we have no objection with the proposed undertaking. 
 
Should there be additional work in connection with the project, or any changes in the scope of 
work, please let us know in order that we may provide you with appropriate comments in 
compliance with the above referenced regulations. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact us at section106@mdah.ms.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Amy D. Morgan 
Review and Compliance Officer 
 
FOR:  Barry White   
           State Historic Preservation Officer  
 
           
 

P.O. Box 571 
Jackson, MS 39205-0571 
601-576-6850 
mdah.ms.gov 

Board of Trustees: Spence Flatgard, president | Lucius M. Lampton, vice president | Cyrus Ben | Reginald Buckley | Carter Burns | 
Betsey Hamilton | Mark E. Keenum | TJ Taylor 

http://mdah.ms.gov/


PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SYNOPSIS

Job 110812
Hwy. 49 Mississippi River Bridge Rehabilitation

Phillips County
Thursday, November 6, 2025

An in-person public involvement meeting to discuss the proposed bridge 
rehabilitation plans of the Highway 49 Mississippi River Bridge was held at the 
Phillips Community College (Community Room), 1000 Campus Road, in Helena-
West Helena, AR from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, November 6, 2025.  A public 
officials’ meeting was held prior at the same location from 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Project 
information was made available on ARDOT’s website from October 31 – 
November 21, 2025. 

Outreach efforts to reach the public include:

Placement of display advertisements in the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
on Sunday, October 26, 2025, and Sunday, November 2, 2025. 

Flyers distributed in the community on October 22, 2025. 

Public official, stakeholder, and community church letters mailed October 
17, 2025.

Invitations mailed to the public. 

Two public service announcements (PSAs) ran daily starting Monday, 
November 3, through Thursday, November 6, 2025, on Force 3 Radio and 
KJIW 94.6 FM Radio. 

 Mississippi DOT participated in sending out invitations on their side of the 
state.

The following information was available online and in-person for review and
comment:  

Project rehabilitation presentation 

3D simulation of traffic flow

Display exhibit detailing bridge rehabilitation activities

3D rendering showing lane closure, steel repair, steel truss floor system, 
and temporary traffic signal

Typical section during construction

Comment form
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Table 1 describes the results of the public participation at the meeting. 

TABLE 1

Public Participation Totals

Public officials registered 3 

People registered at meeting 57 

Staff in Attendance (ARDOT & consultant) 27

Online registration 5 

Website views 287

   Total Comments Received 35

In-Person comment forms received 25 

Online comment forms received 8 

Emailed comment forms received 1 

Mailed comment forms received 1 

TABLE 2

Questions Totals

Do you support the project: Yes 33

Do you support the project: No 0 

Did not specify: 2 

Feels the project will have beneficial impacts: 29 

Feels the project will have adverse impacts: 0 

Will your business or organization require coordination with the 
project team during construction?

4 

Do you have any suggestions that would help minimize impacts 
to your business or organization, such as timing of lane 
closures, announcements, etc?

6 
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Comments from public officials in support of the project:

Our economy depends on this bridge to move goods.

This bridge is overdue for repair!  This project will be beneficial because 
ride experience and safety will be improved!  We would love to see a push 
to expand the bridge to a four-lane bridge (in time).  As a representative for 
the City of Helena, yes, we will need coordination with the project team 
during construction. Thank you for being here!

Additional comments in support of the project:

Definitely

Yes!! We have needed the bridge repaired/refurbished for years.  It will 
help people feel safer.  There is a video on YouTube where a content 
creator is crossing the bridge and talking about being afraid for his life.  It 
was funny but not funny.  

I would hope the engineers would give the information needed concerning 
the status of the bridge. Any improvements are always beneficial.

Beneficial, safety is important.  Employment opportunities.

A new bridge is needed to bring business in.  The bridge is currently not 
built for present nor future traffic.  A new bridge without pedestrian side 
and 4 lanes with shoulder.  We must prepare for the future.

After 60 years, it could use a touch-up.  Beneficial because better/safer 
mode of travel.  Easy access and departure from Helena.

Maintenance is essential.  Suggest more lights on bridge during fog, rain, 
etc.  Surface needs to be less slippery during dew, rain, snow.  The 
roadbed from Bridge to Hwy. 61 needs improvement.

Beneficial because the bridge needs repairs, and it needs two more lanes.  
Highway 49 needs to be repaired 2 miles on Mississippi side.  We need 
four lanes or a new bridge.  Two lanes are dangerous.

I just want to thank you for doing a rehabilitation project instead of a 
replacement project on this historic bridge.

I approve and support ARDOT's/MDOT's Mississippi River Bridge 
Rehabilitation Highway 49 Project. The aspect that I love about 
ARDOT's/MDOT's Mississippi River Bridge Rehabilitation Highway 49 
Project is that the bridge on US-49 over the Mississippi River will be 
rehabilitated which will improve safety and prolong the service life of the 
bridge. 
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Additional comments about coordination or reducing impacts: 

It would be helpful to have lane closure notices posted in the paper or on 
Facebook.

Do work between midnight & 6 a.m. with notifications.

Announcement made over radio KJIW – FM 94.5

Keep public informed, keep closures in low traffic times.

Concern that during harvest season for farmers crossing with combines.

During the construction phase, have additional patrol and/or motorist 
assistance for stranded or stalled motorists. Provide extra patrol during 
construction on both sides.

Plan very carefully. Make sure to have plenty of narrow lane signs posted.  
Be extremely aware of traffic control.  There was a major accident the last 
time this was done. Bridge lighting, early warning signs for delays, closures 
and place emergency call boxes along the span. 

Suggest the timing of lane closures.  Complete major work during night 
hours or early in the morning.  Provide communication regarding which 
company receives the bid via email.

Keep traffic flowing.

Just making people aware of closures!

Avoid total lane closures. Avoid lane closures during rush hours, before 
08:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m.

Additional miscellaneous comments:

Project will make travel safer and smoother.  It would cause less anxiety.  I 
figure strategic planning has been and will be ongoing.

Increased traffic will help the local economy.  Make it a 4-lane bridge 
(sooner the better)

Rehab and expand. Double the bridge’s capacity.

To improve the Region’s economy what thought was given to expanding to 
4-lanes? We have “Great” engineering possibilities throughout the nation.

We need the repairs.

Schedule meetings with updates periodically – Hire residents in Phillips 
County and surrounding area.

Everything I’ve been told sounds good.  I’m glad you are going to fix our 
current bridge.  Thank you!
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Also, fix or repair US 49 just north of the bridge.

Beneficial for moving traffic and visitors.  Suggest to open up the weigh 
station to check on overweight trucks that tear up roads.  It’s about time
(for this project). 

A 4-lane would be nice.

I believe that our City Government is in the process of working on moving 
water lines because of this project. I am excited about this project.  I’m 
hoping for increased traffic when it’s completed.  Thank You! 

Also, Mississippi needs to do repairs, from Hwy. 49 to Hwy. 61. That 
section of highway is so rough to travel. I have worked in Mississippi for 41
years and travel it daily.

What I would like to know is if you and MDOT are going to continue doing 
the same shoddy work that you have demonstrated so far. Your map is 
inaccurate. Highway repair on AR side of bridge has a large bump you 
made. MS side road repairs are so poor that I have driven on smoother 
gravel roads. If properly done with access rods to bridge repaired also.  
Actually repair the road.

Environmental or historic comments:

Nearby gravel bars that contain important fossils.  Helena Crossing is the
site of Indian mounds.  Car and Train ferry landings. 

There could be anything on the adjacent property.

There is a sanctuary of birds, reptiles, and fish along the Mississippi River.

Please Attachments:  

Public Meeting Notice
Blank Comment Form
Typical Section
Display Exhibits (2)

   
MS:RR







Please Print









COMMUNITY INPUT MEETING SYNOPSIS 
 

Job 110812 
Hwy. 49 Mississippi River Bridge Rehab. (Hwy. 49) 

Phillips County 
Thursday, May 28, 2026 

 
ARDOT and MDOT conducted an in-person meeting to gather feedback from the 
community regarding the proposed rehabilitation plans of the Highway 49 
Mississippi River bridge.  The meeting location was at Phillips Community 
College, Hendrix Fine Arts Center (Community Room), 1000 Campus Road, 
Helena-West Helena, AR from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 28, 2026.  
The project information was made available on ARDOT�s website beginning May 
22, 2026 and comments were accepted through Friday, June 12, 2026. 
  
Outreach efforts included: 
 

 Display advertisement was placed in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette on 
May 17, 2026 and May 24, 2026.   

 Emails and letters sent to public officials and stakeholders on May 14, 
2026. 

 Flyers mailed to the public on May 4, 2026. 

 Two PSAs ran daily starting on Monday, May 25, 2026 through Thursday, 
May 28, 2026 on, KJIW 94.5 FM and Force 3 Radio 94.5 FM 

 
The following information was available online and in-person for review and 
comment:  
 

 Project overview presentation  

 3D simulation of traffic flow 

 Display exhibit detailing bridge rehabilitation activities 

 3D rendering showing lane closure, steel repair, steel truss floor system, 
and temporary traffic signal 

 Typical section depicting lane closure 

 Feedback form 
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Table 1 describes the results of the public participation at the meeting. 
 

TABLE 1 

   Public Participation Totals 

People registered at meeting 49 

Staff in Attendance (ARDOT & MDOT) 22 

Online registration 15 

Website views 508 

   Total Comments Received 26 

In-Person comment forms received 18 

Online comment forms received 5 

Emailed comment forms received 1 

Mailed comment forms received 2 

 

Question 1 - Are you concerned about any of the following impacts from an 
estimated three-year, one-lane bridge closure? 
  

Concerns Totals 

Delays in commute to work or school 18 

Impacts on school bus or extracurricular pick-up/drop-off times 4 

Difficulty accessing medical or emergency services (e.g. EMS, 
hospital) 

14 

Delayed deliveries or services to local businesses or ag 
producers 

10 

Agricultural travel, including moving equipment or supplies 12 

Trouble attending community events 6 

Other 

Lighting 2 

Delays in getting across 1 

Appointments across the bridge Southaven Mississippi 1 
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Additional comments regarding question 1: 

 These concerns are the most important to me as countless people rely on 
services outside of Helena-West Helena and that might become an issue 
at some point.  

 I marked the ones I did based on my history in Helena � a lot of residents 
commute to Memphis for work, with the issues the hospital a lot of people 
(especially pregnant moms) travel to Clarksville for medical care, and there 
are a few events such as the blue fest that happens on both sides of the 
bridge each October.  

 Will traffic crossing be regulated in terms of weight or number of vehicles 
or by automated signaling? 

 As a CDL instructor we go across the bridge to scale house & turn around.  
This will be a learning experience for students.  

 Difficulties and delays with delivering contracted bushels of grain. 

 A lot of people travel across the bridge for doctor appointments and 
medical help.  Will the flow of traffic be greatly impacted?  

 I teach in Clarksdale, MS (live in Helena) and my children go to school in 
Clarksdale.  I am concerned about flow of traffic at peak hours/rush hour.  
I�m also concerned about increased accidents that could shut down 
access. 

 I will be waiting. 

 Our sawmill in Clarksdale processes wood & logs on the Mississippi side 
of the river and crosses the Helena bridge regularly as well, we ship 
finished products 4-5 truckloads/week to Mississippi.  This is a year-round 
process, weather-permitting.  

 The busy time for work is 7 a.m. � 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on evenings.  

 Please light up the bridge. 

 No concerns. Progress takes time and sacrifices. 

 I drive daily to work and back home across the Helena Bridge. I work in 
agriculture and 40% of my business comes from Mississippi to Helena via 
the Helena Bridge. It would be nice if work didn't begin until after 8 am 
daily to give everyone to get across the bridge who needs to go to work. 
This is going to be a terrible inconvenience and also cost my company as 
well as myself a lot of money. 
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 Working for a grain company with infrastructure on the AR side of the 
bridge. During a harvest time frame of 8/1-11/30 nearly 40% of our 
business is from the Mississippi side. With miscommunication and rumors 
throughout the farming community it has already cost us business. With 
farmers openly admitting "Well I sold over here because I didn�t want to 
deal with bridge construction traffic" 

 Appointments across the river, Southaven, MS especially. Sometimes 
there is a need for Southaven or Memphis hospital. Moving equipment will 
slow down traffic.  Will have to leave early for doctor appointments 
because you will not know about traffic. 

 We farm in Arkansas and Mississippi, closing the bridge to ONE lane will 
greatly and adversely impact the ability to farm without moving equipment 
across the bridge. Only tractors can cross a one lane bridge after 
modifications. No harvest-equipment can cross. 

Question 2 - Is there anything ARDOT and MDOT could do for planting or 
harvest season to help reduce or minimize these impacts (for example, 
scheduling adjustments, traffic management, agriculture equipment 
accommodations, or communication? 

 Ferry for farm equipment travel. 

 For me, and my line of business, anything that can be done to prevent 
delays during harvest (Aug. � Nov.) scheduling adjustments. 

 I think that it is vital to have both automated and/or individual flaggers 
direct traffic during this time.  Most farmers will be concerned with the 
March to May and August to late October farming seasons. This meeting 
on May 28th has been very helpful.  

 Business time is in the morning about 6:00 a.m. � 12:00 p.m. and 3:00 
p.m. � 5 p.m. people are coming home from work.  Harvest season is the 
business time 12:00 p.m. � 6:00 p.m.  

 Yes, plan these necessary repairs around harvest season.  Equipment 
cannot get across an 11� lane bridge.  

 All the above.  We have a farm in Lula, MS. and in Marvell AR, in which we 
are back and forth year-round with several pieces of equipment, tractors, 
cotton pickers and combines, that are wider than 11�, we would really like 
to dismantle that day so we can make these moves. 

 Scheduling � I am sure you can work it out.  

 No concerns (3) 
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 No work during harvest season (late August through October) 

 I understand the need for a good, solid bridge, but I believe building a new 
bridge would be the best long-term solution. Repairing the old bridge will 
only last so long because it will still be an OLD Bridge. Spending a little 
more to build a new bridge makes so much more sense. I'm shocked, 
actually, that it is being repaired rather than replaced. Traffic could use the 
old bridge until the new one is ready, and nobody would be 
inconvenienced. Once we lose a customer for 3 years because they don't 
want to fool with waiting in long lines at the bridge, and they will have to 
wait in long lines, they will get comfortable with their new delivery elevator, 
and we may never get that business back. We are not the only granary in 
Helena. It will affect all of us in the same way. It will be a mess no matter 
how it is handled, but rather than spending 3 years repairing a bridge that 
needs replaced, why not spend that same time or less even building a new 
bridge? 

 Would need to be 2 lanes open and no delays from 8/1-11/30. This is only 
for grain trucks. Not even considering the farm equipment. Tractors, 
planters, combines, cotton pickers, etc. 

 Seasonal construction adjustment-suspend construction activities during 
peak planting and harvesting season. Avoid lane closure during spring 
planting, fall harvest. Dedicated agricultural movement periods. Detour 
optimization; ensure routes can physically accommodate combines, grain 
trucks and wide implements 

 Maybe asking for large equipment to take another route, time of day when 
there is less traffic 

 Open both lanes at times 

Question 3 - What is the best way to provide important project information, 
such as planned short term closures? 

Method Totals 

Dynamic message boards near the bridge 17 

Radio station 9 

Social media 15 

Newspaper 5 

Through a representative  5 

Other 5 
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 Facebook (4) � City of HWH & Helena Harbor 

 Begin an automated text system for people to sign up for 

 Provide live video feed of bridge. 

 Newspaper - Helena World 

 Contact Phillips County Farm Bureau 

 Billboards along the highway leading to the bridge. WHRK FM Memphis, 
TN, WDIA AM Memphis, TN, KIPR FM Little Rock, AR, KCLT FM West 
Helena, Helena World, Memphis Commercial Appeal, Arkansas Democrat 
Gazette, KATV TV Little Rock, WREG TV Memphis 

 The Delta News, WATN ABC 24, WREG CBS 3. Delta Democrat Times 
newspaper and WDSV 91.9 FM for Mississippi, The Helena World and 
KFFA 1360 AM for Arkansas 

 All of the above. Over-communication is better than under-communication 

 Farmers should have people notify them in advance regarding changes or 
information 

 Radio may help; social media is probably the best. Any way to send text 
message link like Entergy or CodeRED. Newspaper only once a week 

 Email to provide important project information 

Question 4 - Is there anything else we should be aware of regarding the 
required one-lane closure of the Highway 49 bridge? 

 The quicker the project can be done the better � 3 years is a long time to 
be detoured/slowed down from using the bridge � it�s one of our biggest 
resources here.  Maybe consider phasing it out, if possible, but 
understanding that you may not be able to because of funding constraints. 

 Casino shift changes Monday before 2 p.m. � 5 p.m., 10 p.m. � Midnight 
and 5 a.m. � 7 a.m. with the Arkansas residents who work there.  Timing 
the traffic light if no personnel will be there. 

 This bridge has needed repairs for a long time; I will show students about 
scheduling and time management.  

 Agriculture, which is the biggest industry in this area, will be important in a 
bad way. 

 Making sure the red lights are obeyed and people are stopping. 
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 Keep explaining this work is being done to keep the bridge safe and open 
for future years.  It will be good to remind local citizens that this is not a 4-
lane bridge project.  

 No Concerns. 

 Need lights on the bridge!  Adding permanent concrete barriers is 
dangerous at night/morning hours. 

 Please utilize sensor video tech/AI tools to automate flow of traffic, 
especially during peak hours some clog up due to increased activity & this 
should not happen with today�s technology. 

 Moving wide-load equipment would be impossible with one lane. 

 The bridge needs better lighting and making 2 lanes each way would be 
more efficient for oversized vehicles.  

 If serious consideration was made for the bridge to be expanded to four 
lanes, there would be less limited lane closures. More study needs to be 
done before this project begins. There�s funding provided by the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law to expand the Helena Bridge to a more modern four (4) 
Lane bridge between Mississippi & Arkansas just like in Greenville, MS & 
in Memphis TN. It is a disservice to the community & the future growth of 
that area of the Arkansas/Mississippi Delta to limit the Helena Bridge to a 
two-lane stretch across the Mississippi River. All highways leading to 
US 49 crossing the Mississippi River on both the Mississippi & Arkansas 
sides are four lanes leading up to the TWO-LANE HELENA BRIDGE. The 
four US Senators, two US Congressmen, and two Governors from both 
Mississippi & Arkansas need to work and collaborate with each other, with 
the US Department of Transportation and the two state highway 
Departments to come up with funding and a new plan for development of a 
FOUR lane US Highway 49 between Helena & US Highway 61 in 
Mississippi that includes a FOUR lane Helena Bridge 

 I approve and support ARDOT's/MDOT's Mississippi River Bridge 
Rehabilitation Highway 49 Project. The aspect that I love about 
ARDOT's/MDOT's Mississippi River Bridge Rehabilitation Highway 49 
Project is that the bridge on US-49 over the Mississippi River will be 
rehabilitated which will improve safety and prolong the service life of the 
bridge 

 What is the anticipated rehab cost? What is the anticipated cost to put up a 
new bridge instead? Will there be an email chain or what is the best way to 
receive any and all updates? 
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In addition to the bridge needing repair the road leading to the bridge on
the Mississippi side requires repair as well

Talked to someone about timing of light. It needs to be not too long or
people will run it.  Probably most traffic between 10 a.m. through 4 p.m. on
US 49 on the Mississippi side is terrible. Would help if Mississippi could at
least fix the 2 bridges right past the Mississippi River bridge

Crippling already struggling AG businesses

Additional Feedback: 

Please reconsider and make the Helena Bridge four lanes to bring
transportation to Helena, Arkansas into the 21st century

Attachments: 
Public Meeting Notice 
Blank Feedback Form 
Display Exhibits (5) 

MS:RR 





 

Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) 
Feedback Form 

 
Job 110812 

 Hwy. 49 Mississippi River Bridge Rehab. (Hwy. 49) 
Phillips County 

 
Location: 

 Phillips Community College, Hendrix Fine Arts Center (Community Room)  
1000 Campus Road, Helena-West Helena, AR 

4:30pm � 6:30pm, Thursday, May 28, 2026 
 

Provide your feedback on this form and mail it by 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 12, 2026, to: 
Arkansas Department of Transportation, Environmental Division, P.O. Box 2261, Little 
Rock, AR, 72203-2261. Email: public.comments@ardot.gov. 
 
1) Are you concerned about any of the following impacts from an estimated three-year, 

one-lane bridge closure? 

 Delays in commute to work or school 

 Impacts on school bus or extracurricular pickup/drop-off times 

 Difficulty accessing medical or emergency services (e.g., EMS, hospital) 

 Delayed deliveries or services to local businesses or ag producers 

 Agricultural travel, including moving equipment or supplies 

 Trouble attending community events 

 Other: _______________________________________________ 

Please describe: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2) Is there anything ARDOT and MDOT could do for planting or harvest season to help 
reduce or minimize these impacts (for example, scheduling adjustments, traffic 
management, agricultural equipment accommodations, or communication)? 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

(Please Print) 



3) What is the best way to provide important project information, such as planned short 
term closures?

Dynamic message boards near the bridge

Radio station: ______________________________________________

Social media: ______________________________________________

Newspaper: _______________________________________________

Through a representative: ____________________________________

Other: ____________________________________________________      

4) Is there anything else we should be aware of regarding the required one-lane 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________                       

Name:___________________________ Business Name: ______________________

Address: ________________________  Phone: (_____) �_______�____________

Email: _______________________________________________

Preferred way to contact you if needed:

Phone
Email
Mail
Other: ____________________________________

For additional information, please visit our website at
www.ardot.gov/publicmeetings









Hwy. 49 Mississippi River Bridge Rehab. (S)
Phillips County, AR & Coahoma County, MS
Job 110812

Why Are We Having This Meeting?
The purpose of this public meeting is to update the public on the 
status of the Highway 49 Mississippi River Bridge Rehabilitation 
and gather feedback from the community.  Your feedback helps 
us better serve the community during this project

The format for this meeting is an open house, which means there is 
no formal presentation. You are encouraged to watch the prerecorded 
presentation, view the materials, ask questions, and provide feedback. 
Your feedback is very important and could help shape the nature of 
future improvements.

The public can  using the  form and 
provide it to project personnel by Friday, June 12, 2026, by any 
of the following methods:

public.comments@ardot.gov

Scan the QR Code or visit
www.ardot.gov/publicmeetings

Attn: ARDOT Environmental Division
P.O. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203-2261

If you have any questions, you 
can call us at 501-569-2281
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ARDOT ENVIRONMENTAL VERIFICATION CHECKLIST 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

ARDOT Job  110812  FAP  HIPFCS-COVD(4)

Job Title Hwy. 49 Mississippi River Bridge Rehab (S) 

Class Determination  C(28)________________________________ 

Environmental Resource None Minimal Major Comments

Air Quality X  No impacts anticipated

Community/Social X  No impacts anticipated
Cultural Resources X  SHPO clearances included 

Economic  X  
Temporary due to traffic pattern changes
and reduced lane width 

Federal Lands X None within the project area
Floodplains X No impacts anticipated

Hazardous Materials  X  Possible Lead/Chromium paint removal
Important Farmland X  None within the project area

Land Use X  No impacts anticipated

Protected Species X  A “no effect” determination was made 
Protected Waters X  None within the project area

Public Water Supply X  None within the project area
Relocations X  No relocations anticipated 

Section 4(f)/6(f) properties X  None within the project area
Solid Waste X  No impacts anticipated

Streams X  No impacts anticipated

Traffic Noise X  No impacts anticipated
Visual X  No impacts anticipated

Water Quality X No impacts anticipated
Wetlands X  None within the project area

Permits: Indicate either a “yes” or “no” if permit is required or not.
Section 404 Permit Required? No  Type __N/A________

Section 408 Approval Required? Yes

Section 9 USCG Bridge Permit Required? No 

Section 10 Navigable Waters Permit Required? No 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification Required? No   

Short-term Activity Authorization Required? No 

Remarks:

Signature of Evaluator   Date 7/8/2026


