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The purpose of this project is to make pedestrian improvements along Highways 7 and 
70B in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  All work will take place within the existing right of way.  
 
Improvements include application of thermoplastic pavement markings, replacement of 
an existing rectangular rapid-flashing beacons (RRFB) with a pedestrian hybrid beacon, 
and installation of 6 or 10’ tall RRFB, controller boxes, 30’ tall pedestrian lighting at 
crosswalks, and raised cement refuge islands.  Additionally, existing wheelchair ramps 
and curb and gutter will be improved along with construction of new ones. 
 
This project would not involve relocations, impacts to Important Farmlands, underground 
storage tanks, hazardous materials, public water supplies, floodplains, or cultural 
resources.  This project has been determined to generate minimal air quality impacts for 
Clean Air Act criteria pollutants and has not been linked with any special mobile source 
air toxics concerns.  The State Historic Preservation Officer’s clearance is attached.  This 
project will not have a discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S; 
therefore, a Section 404 permit will not be required.   
 
This project lies within Hot Springs National Park.  All work will take place within the 
existing right of way, so no impacts to federal property are anticipated. The project is 
located within the Hot Springs National Park’s wellhead protection areas; however, due 
to the scope of the project, coordination with the wellhead owner is not needed. 
 
The official species lists obtained through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) 
Information for Planning and Consultation identified the following species as potentially 
occurring within the project area: Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis), Northern Long-eared Bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis),  Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus), Eastern Black Rail 
(Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis), Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), Rufa Red 
Knot (Calidris canutus rufa), Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii), and 
Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus). The official species list is attached. The project 
will have “no effect” on the aforementioned species due to the limited scope of the action, 
lack of suitable habitat, and distance to known species locations. 
 
The Alligator Snapping Turtle and Monarch Butterfly are currently proposed threatened 
species, and the Tricolored Bat is a proposed endangered species; however, the 
proposed project will not jeopardize the continued existence of any of these species.  
 
The City of Hot Springs participates in the National Flood Insurance Program.  A portion 
of the project lies within a Zone AE and Zone X Special Flood Hazard Area.  The final 
project design will be reviewed to confirm that the design is adequate and that the 
potential risk to life and property are minimized.  Adjacent properties should not be 
impacted nor have a greater flood risk than existed before construction of the 
project.  None of the encroachments will constitute a substantial floodplain encroachment 
or a risk to property or life. 
 
 
Commitments made as part of the NEPA process: 
 

 None 
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ARDOT ENVIRONMENTAL VERIFICATION CHECKLIST 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

ARDOT Job  061922 FAP  VRU-9210(58) 
Job Title  Hwys. 7 & 70B Ped. Impvts. (Garland Co.) (S) 
Class Determination  _____________C(3)____________________ 

Environmental Resource None Minimal Major Comments
Air Quality X  No MSAT analysis required
Community/Social  X  Improved pedestrian facilities
Cultural Resources X  SHPO clearance attached
Economic X No impacts anticipated

Federal Lands X  Within Hot Springs National Park. No new 
ROW needed.

Floodplains X Within Zone AE and Zone X SFHAs.
Hazardous Materials X  None in project area 
Important Farmland X  None in project area 

Land Use X  No impacts anticipated.  All work within 
existing ROW. 

Protected Species X  No effect determination 
Protected Waters X  None in project area 
Public Water Supply X  In WHPA, no impacts anticipated 
Relocations X  No relocations 
Section 4(f)/6(f) properties X  No new ROW required
Solid Waste X  None in project area 
Streams X  No impacts anticipated
Traffic Noise X  No impacts anticipated

Visual  X  New beacons will make crosswalks more 
visible 

Water Quality X  No impacts anticipated
Wetlands X  No impacts anticipated

Permits: Indicate either a “yes” or “no” if permit is required or not. 
Section 404 Permit Required? N  Type ______N/A_______ 
Section 408 Approval Required? N
Section 9 USCG Bridge Permit Required? N
Section 10 Navigable Waters Permit Required?  N  
Section 401 Water Quality Certification Required? N   
Short-term Activity Authorization Required? N

Remarks:
HSNP WHPAs overlap the project.

Signature of Evaluator   Date 7/10/2026




