
 

 
 
 

February 27, 2025 
 
 

TO: Master Files 
 
FROM: Josh Seagraves, Division Head – Environmental 
 
SUBJECT: Pavement Friction Improvement Projects 
 Multiple Jobs and FAPs 
 Various Counties 
 Tier 1 Categorical Exclusion 
 
 After appropriate environmental review, it has been determined that the subject jobs are a Tier 1 
Categorical Exclusion as described by the ARDOT/FHWA Programmatic Agreement on Categorical 
Exclusion Documentation and Processing.  A public hearing will not be offered for these projects. 
 
 The purpose of the proposed projects is to reduce roadway departure crashes during wet pavement 
conditions at various locations on existing highways throughout the state.  The attached table lists the 
proposed projects and their locations.  Project location maps and cultural resources clearances are also 
attached.  
 
 These projects would not involve relocations or impacts to Important Farmlands, wetlands, underground 
storage tanks, hazardous materials, or cultural resources.  These projects have been determined to generate 
minimal air quality impacts for Clean Air Act criteria pollutants and has not been linked with any special mobile 
source air toxics concerns.   
 
 The attached official species lists obtained through the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) 
Information for Planning and Consultation identified the following species as potentially occurring within the 
project areas: Gray bat (Myotis grisescens), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis), Ozark Big-eared Bat (Corynorhinus townsendii ingens), Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis 
subflavus), Eastern Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. jamaicensis), Ivory-Billed Woodpecker 
(Campephilus principalis), Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus), Rufa Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa), Red-
Cockaded Woodpecker (Picoides borealis), Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii), Ozark 
Hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis bishopi), Ozark Cavefish (Amblyopsis rosae), Yellowcheek Darter 
(Etheostoma moorei), Arkansas Fatmucket (Lampsilis powellii), Curtis Pearlymussel (Epioblasma curtisii), 
Neosho Mucket (Lampsilis rafinesqueana), Ouachita Fanshell (Cyprogenia sp. cf. aberti), Ouachita Rock 
Pocketbook (Arcidens wheeleri), Pick Mucket (Lampsilis abrupta), Rabbitsfoot (Theliderma cylindrica), 
Salamander Mussel (Simpsonaias ambigua), Scaleshell Mussel (Potamilus leptodon), Snuffbox Mussel 
(Epioblasma triquetra), Speckled Pocketbook (Lampsilis streckeri), Spectaclecase (Cumberlandia 
monodonta), Western Fanshell (Cyprogenia aberti), Winged Mapleleaf (Quadrula fragosa), Monarch Butterfly 
(Danaus plexippus), Western Regal Fritillary (Argynnis idalia occidentalis), Benton County Cave Crayfish 
(Cambarus aculabrum), Hell Creek Cave Crayfish (Cambarus zophonastes), harperella (Ptilimnium 
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nodosum), Missouri bladderpod (Physaria filiformis), and pondberry (Lindera melissifolia).  These projects 
would have “no effect” on the aforementioned federally listed species due to the limited scope of the action, 
lack of suitable habitat, and distance to known species locations.  In addition, the proposed projects would 
have “no effect” on the listed critical habitats within the project areas.  
 
 The Alligator Snapping Turtle, Western Regal Fritillary, and Monarch Butterfly are currently proposed 
threatened species, and the Tricolored Bat is a proposed endangered species; however, the proposed 
projects would not jeopardize the continued existence of any of these species.   
 
 These projects would not have a discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States; 
therefore, a Section 404 permit will not be required.   
 
 
Attachments 
 
c: Program Management 
 Right of Way 
 Roadway  
 Districts 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 
 FHWA 
 
JS:MS:sw 
  



 

Job 
Number Job Name FAP District County Route Section 

Begin 
LM End LM Direction 

012538 Districts 6 & 7 Pavement 
Friction Impvts. (HFST) (S) 

HSIP-0076(376) 7 Clark Hwy. 7 6 6.353 6.972 A 
7 Clark Hwy. 7 6 4.799 5.099 A 
6 Hot Spring Hwy. 67 8 4.620 4.890 A 
6 Hot Spring Hwy. 128 8 3.100 3.760 A 
6 Lonoke Hwy. 15 11 3.527 3.728 A 
7 Ouachita Hwy. 376 0 3.600 4.150 A 

012539 Districts 5, 8 & 9 Pavement 
Friction Impvts. (UTBWC) (S) 

HSIP-0076(377) 9 Newton Hwy. 7 18 16.900 18.200 A 
8 Van Buren Hwy. 65 7 0.190 1.700 A 
5 Independence Hwy. 167 18 8.000 9.080 A 

012540 Districts 3 & 7 Pavement 
Friction Impvts. (UTBWC) (S) 

HSIP-2952(1) 3 Hempstead I-30 12 27.240 29.180 A 
7 Ouachita Hwy. 76 2 5.400 6.300 A 

012541 Districts 2, 6 & 8 Pavement 
Friction Impvts. (UTBWC) (S) 

HSIP-0076(378) 6 Pulaski I-430 21 6.400 7.500 A 
2 Jefferson I-530 5 17.610 18.760 B 
6 Hot Spring Hwy. 7 8 13.800 14.380 A 
8 Faulkner Hwy. 64 9 5.700 6.700 A 
6 Garland Hwy. 70 9 3.480 8.100 A 

012542 Districts 5 & 9 Pavement 
Friction Impvts. (HFST) (S) 

HSIP-0076(379) 9 Baxter Hwy. 62 10 0.400 0.600 A 
9 Baxter Hwy. 178 3 0.000 0.100 A 
9 Baxter Hwy. 126 1 3.830 4.050 A 
9 Benton Hwy. 72 3 12.540 12.640 A 
9 Benton Hwy. 62 2 9.860 10.060 A 
9 Benton Hwy. 12 3 3.350 4.080 A 
9 Boone Hwy. 7 20 5.250 5.880 A 
9 Carroll Hwy. 62 4 8.280 8.480 A 
9 Carroll Hwy. 221 1 0.900 1.400 A 
9 Newton Hwy. 7 18 13.272 13.384 A 
9 Newton Hwy. 7 18 13.943 14.179 A 
9 Searcy Hwy. 65 5 2.210 2.600 A 



 

Job 
Number Job Name FAP District County Route Section 

Begin 
LM End LM Direction 

012542 Districts 5 & 9 Pavement 
Friction Impvts. (HFST) (S) 

HSIP-0076(379) 9 Searcy Hwy. 65 5 4.730 5.170 A 
9 Searcy Hwy. 65 5 5.470 5.930 A 
9 Searcy Hwy. 65 5 6.161 6.307 A 
5 Sharp Hwy. 63 2B 1.230 1.370 A 
5 Sharp Hwy. 63 601 0.000 0.020 A 
5 Sharp Hwy. 175 1 12.840 12.940 A 
5 White Hwy. 36 3 16.070 16.300 A 
5 White Hwy. 157 1 2.190 2.420 A 

090742 District 9 Pavement Friction 
Impvts. (UTBWC) (S) 

HSIP-0076(375) 9 Benton I-49 29 74.300 76.300 A 
9 Benton Hwy. 16 1 3.410 3.781 A 
9 Carroll Hwy. 23 11 4.800 6.680 A 
9 Benton Hwy. 62 2 8.280 8.637 A 
9 Benton Hwy. 94 1 4.000 5.220 A 

 















 
January 13, 2025 

 
 

TO: Environmental Job File 
 
FROM:  Daniel Hildebran, Cultural Resources 

 
SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Clearance 

Job 012538 
  Districts 6 & 7 Pavement Friction  

  Impvts. (HFST) (S) 
Various Routes and Sections 

  Various Counties 
   
 
This project proposes to apply UTBWC and add pavement friction improvements to selection sections of 
Highways 7, 15, 67, 128, and 376 in Clark, Hot Spring, Lonoke, and Ouachita Counties (See Table in 
Categorical Exclusion).  All work will take place on existing paved surfaces.  
 
This project is subject to the 2024 Amended Programmatic Agreement and falls under Activity D in 
Appendix A.  The project is exempt from further work or Section 106 review. 
 
 
 



February 27, 20254

TO: Job File

FROM: M. Hughes, Cultural Resources

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Clearance
Job 012539
Districts 5, 8, & 9
Pavement Friction Impvts. (UTBWC) (S)
Various Routes and Sections
Various Counties

This job proposes to apply UTBWC and add pavement friction improvements to select sections of 
Highways 7, 65, and 167 in Newton, Van Buren, and Independence Counties (See Table in Categorical 
Exclusion). All work will take place on existing paved surfaces.

This project is subject to the 2024 Amended Programmatic Agreement and falls under Activity D of 
Appendix A. The project is exempted from further work or Section 106 review.
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January 21, 2025  

TO: Assessments  

FROM: Wm. Lane Shields, Cultural Resources Section 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Clearance 
Job 012540  
Districts 3 & 7 Pavement Friction 

Impvts. (UTBWC) 
Route I-30, Section 12
Route 76, Section 2  
Hempstead & Ouachita Counties  

This project proposes to apply Ultrathin Bonded Wear Course (UTBWC) and add pavement friction 
improvements to 1.94 miles of I-30, southwest of Hope in Hempstead County, and 0.9 miles of Hwy. 76,
northeast of Camden, in Ouachita County (See Table in Categorical Exclusion).  All work will take place on 
existing paved surfaces.

This project is subject to the 2024 Programmatic Agreement and falls under Activity D in Appendix A.  The 
project is exempted from further work or Section 106 review.  



January 14, 2025 

TO: Job File 

FROM: Shelby Linck, Cultural Resources Section 

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Clearance 
Job 012541 
Districts 2, 6 & 8 Pavement Friction 
  Impvts. (UTBWC) (S) 
Various Routes 
Various Counties 

The Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) proposes to complete pavement friction 
improvements (UTBWC) on various routes and in various counties within Districts 2, 6, and 8 (See Table 
in Categorical Exclusion). This project is subject to the 2024 Amended Programmatic Agreement and 
falls under Activity C in Appendix A. This project is exempt from further work or Section 106 review. 



January 14, 2024

TO: Environmental Job File

FROM: Jason Kennedy, Cultural Resources Section

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Clearance
Job 012542
Districts 5 & 9 Pavement Friction 
  Impvts. (HFST) (S)
Various Routes and Sections
Various Counties

This job proposes to apply Ultrathin Bonded Wear Course and add pavement friction improvements to 
select sections of various Highways in Baxter, Benton, Boone, Carroll, Newton, Searcy, Sharp, and White
Counties (See Table in Categorical Exclusion).  All work will take place on existing paved surfaces.

This project is subject to the 2024 Programmatic Agreement and falls under Activities C & D in Appendix 
A.  The project is exempted from further work or Section 106 review.



January 14, 2025

TO: Environmental Job File

FROM: Jason Wilhelmi, Cultural Resources

SUBJECT: Cultural Resources Clearance 
Job 090742
District 9 Pavement Friction Impvts. 

(UTBWC) (S)
Various Routes and Sections
Various Counties

This job proposes to apply UTBWC and add pavement friction improvements to select sections of Highways 
49, 16, 23, 62, and 94 in Benton and Carroll Counties (See Table in Categorical Exclusion).  All work will take 
place on existing paved surfaces.

This project is subject to the 2024 Amended Programmatic Agreement and falls under Activities C & D in 
Appendix A.  The project is exempted from further work or Section 106 review.   

ces
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��,!�,!�" #�)�:,&�� -�W "!�&*)#, "�W "$�&"�X:WWY�,"�#�,!�)&�)6�0%#�7)&&)"#!�)##�"#, "�

0�$)%!�� -�#���2)+'��@$#� &�- &�5 #�"#,)'�!%!$�5#,0,',#,�!�,"� --!� &��)&�)!�-& .�$�&#),"�#(5�!�

 -���*�' 5.�"#� &�)$#,*,#,�!3

�##5!ghh�$ !3-7!3+ *h�$5h!5�$,�!hijrs

:&���!�

�'!�7��&�

tuvwxwyzy{|�v}�tu~�~��~�����xu|
����+&)5�!�0�' 7�5& *,��� %&�0�!#�%"��&!#)"�,"+� -�7��"�0,&�!� -�$ "$�&"�)&��. !#�',=�'(�# �0��

5&�!�"#�,"�( %&�5& V�$#�)&�)3���,!�,"- &.)#, "�$)"�0��%!���# �#),' &�)"��!$���%'��( %&�5& V�$#�

)$#,*,#,�!�# �)* ,�� &�.,",.,/��,.5)$#!�# �0,&�!3�A'�)!��.)=��!%&��( %�&�)��Z�%55'�.�"#)'�

<"- &.)#, "� "�9,+&)# &(�:,&�!�)"��2)+'�!Z6�!5�$,-,$)''(�#����@��!�$#, "�#,#'���ZA& 5�&�

<"#�&5&�#)#, "�)"���!�� -�� %&�9,+&)# &(�:,&��8�5 &#Z�0�- &��%!,"+� &�)##�.5#,"+�# �,"#�&5&�#�

#�,!�&�5 &#3

�FI�J�NLNO��I���FGDGCQG�XY

1&��"�0)&!��#���0,&��!�&�')#,*��5& 0)0,',#(� -�5&�!�"$��,"�#���is=.�+&,��$�''X!Y�( %&�5& V�$#�

 *�&')5!��%&,"+�#�)#�7��=� -�#���(�)&3



����������	�
����
������
� ���������
���
�


�����

� ���������

�

�

�

�

��

��

����� ! �"#$%&'�&((�$!�)$&&�*�+�"& "���,$�) )*-*!'��(�,$&"&�.&

/0112345�617894�:;

<=>>?@�ABCDE�>FA=CB>�=DGFHBG=�?I�GJ=�GFH=ICBH=�FKDFL=�@JFMJ�GJ=�AFCL�AC==LD�BMC?DD�FGD�=KGFC=�

CBKN=�

6O0P1Q�RSS90T�:;

U=CGFMB>�A>BMV�>FK=DE�GJ=�KWHA=C�?I�DWCX=YD�Z=CI?CH=L�I?C�GJBG�DZ=MF=D�FK�GJ=��[VH�NCFL�M=>>:D;�

Y?WC�ZC?\=MG�BC=B�?X=C>BZD�

]9�̂7T7�:;

_�@==V�FD�HBCV=L�BD�JBXFKN�K?�LBGB�FI�GJ=C=�@=C=�K?�DWCX=Y�=X=KGD�I?C�GJBG�@==V�
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ARDOT ENVIRONMENTAL VERIFICATION CHECKLIST 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

ARDOT Job  See Table   FAP  See Table  
Job Title   See Table  

 
Environmental Resource  None Minimal Major Comments 
Air Quality X   No impacts anticipated 
Cultural Resources X   2024 Amended Programmatic Agreement 
Economic X   No impacts anticipated 
Endangered Species X   “No effect” on all listed species 
Civil Rights/Title VI X   No impacts anticipated 
Fish and Wildlife X   No impacts anticipated 
Floodplains X   No impacts anticipated 
Forest Service Property X    None in project area 
Hazardous Materials/Landfills X   No impacts anticipated 
Land Use X   All work in existing right of way 
Migratory Birds X   No impacts anticipated 
Navigation/Coast Guard X   None in project area 
Noise Levels X   No impacts anticipated 
Prime Farmland X   No impacts anticipated 
Protected Waters X   None in project area 
Public Recreation Lands X   No impacts anticipated  
Public Water Supply/WHPA X   No impacts anticipated 
Relocatees X   No relocations anticipated 
Section 4(f)/6(f) X   No impacts anticipated 
Social X   No impacts anticipated 
Underground Storage Tanks X   No impacts anticipated 
Visual X   No impacts anticipated 
Streams X   None in project area 
Water Quality X   No impacts anticipated 
Wetlands X   None in project area 
Wildlife Refuges X   None in project area 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification Required?  No  
Short-term Activity Authorization Required?  No  
Section 404 Permit Required?  No  Type None  
Remarks:    
  
  
  

Signature of Evaluator   Date 2/18/2025  


