RFP Dates and Timelines for 2026-2027 Bidding Process

These Contracts Will Begin July 1, 2027




Meal Equivalency Rate for 2026-2027 SY

What is included in the Meal Equivalency Rate?

Federal reimbursement rate for free lunch meal $4.76 or 4.78
Plus, the additional performance-based reimbursement $.09
Plus, the per meal value of donated foods $.32

Plus, the Arkansas State Matching Allocation from the previous year 5.03

For non-safety net districts = $5.20
Safety net districts = $5.22

These Rates Are For Contracts July 1, 2026 thru June 30, 2027
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