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The purpose of this memo is to inform districts of their ability to apply for the use of alternate 
verifica�on sampling methods. Verifica�on of meal eligibility status is required when meal statuses are 
determined through the applica�on process. Requirements for the verifica�on process are established in 
Sec�on 9(b)(3) of the Na�onal School Lunch Act and 7CFR 245.6a(c)(1). Local Educa�onal Agencies 
(LEA)s must follow these regulatory procedures. 

Districts are required to request and receive State Agency approval to perform an alterna�ve verifica�on 
sampling method. If a district chooses to use an alterna�ve sampling method, click HERE for the 
applica�on. Submit no later than Friday, September 26, 2025. Districts will be no�fied of their status by 
the end of the day on Tuesday, September 30, 2025. 

Any district not applying for approval to use an alterna�ve sampling method will use the Standard 
Sampling Method. Districts placed on the Required Standard List due to verifica�on errors in school year 
2024-2025 do not qualify to use an alternate sampling method in school year 2025-2026.  

Qualifying to Use Alternate Sample Size:  

There are two ways a LEA may annually qualify to use an alternate sample size:  

• Lowered Non-Response Rate [7 CFR 245.6a(d)(2)]: Any LEA may use an alternate sample size 
for any school year when its non-response rate for the preceding school year was less than 20 
percent. For example, for SY 2025-2026, an LEA could have used an alternate sample size if in SY 
2024-2025 the LEA’s non-response rate was 18 percent.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSA339RKY4gZbPR32IygG4JutsjzWWUzIjnm3Jnsw0TH5FTA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=107379000874667984008
https://adesandbox.arkansas.gov/file?v=NzQxNDM1NWJlMTVjM2QzZDRiY2FkMzc3YjRlM2ZhYmM.pdf&option=view


• Improved Non-Response Rate [7 CFR 245.6a(d)(3)]: An LEA with more than 20,000 children 
approved by applica�on as eligible, as of October 1 of the school year, may use an alternate 
sample size for any school year when its non-response rate for the preceding school year was at 
least 10 percent below the non-response rate for the second preceding school year.  

Addi�onal informa�on on the sampling methods may be found in the Eligibility Manual for 
School Meals Determining and Verifying Eligibility.  

 

 

If you have ques�ons, please contact your Area Specialist at 501-324-9502. 

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP36_CACFP15_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP36_CACFP15_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf
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