ARKANSAS STATE PLANT BOARD SPECIAL CALLED MEETING
Minutes

'January 14, 2026
9:30a.m.

The Arkansas State Plant Board held a Special Called meeting on January 14, 2026, at the
Arkansas Department of Agriculture, 1 Natural Resources Drive, Little Rock, AR.

Chairman Reynold Meyer called the special called meeting to order.

Members present: Bruce Alford, Kyle Baltz, David Gammill, Reynold Meyer, Robin Ralston,

Travis Senter, Sam Stuckey, Caleb Wall

Members present via Zoom: Sammy Angel, Jon Bierbaum, Garrett Frost, David Wallace, Jr.

Members absent: George Dunklin, Dr. Ken Korth, Matthew Miles, Nathan Reed,

Dr. Nathan Slaton, Robert Throne

Corey Seats, Director, Plant Industries Division, and other Arkansas Department of
Agriculture (Department) staff were in attendance.

1.

Opening comments intr cti

Chair Reynold Meyer welcomed all who were in attendance and asked each
board member to introduce themselves and state who they represent.

Propos esticide rule public comments on propo ticide rule
amendment

Chair Meyer stated the purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments on
the proposed pesticide rule, shown as attachment 1.

Chair Meyer asked if there was anyone present that would like to make an oral
comment. There were none.

Chair Meyer asked if the written comments received have been reviewed.
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Matthew Ford, Chief Legal Counsel with the Department, reported that the
comment period for the proposed rule closed on January 13, 2026, and legal
staff are preparing the summary for the Bureau of Legislative Research. He
explained that the comments fall into several categories, including those
supporting the rule due to the significant damage caused by feral hogs, those
opposing it because they want to continue hunting hogs, and those expressing
concern about potential impacts on people and other animals.

Discussion focused on the proper use of warfarin, noting that it must be placed
in an approved feeder designed to prevent access by non-target species.
Concerns were raised about the possibility of bears accessing the feeders and
consuming the warfarin. Use is prohibited in any county where black bears have
been harvested since 2023, as referenced in the proposed rule. Use in all other
counties is prohibited from April 1 through November 30. There are also training
and record keeping requirements.

Chair Meyer referenced a letter presented today from Arkansas Farm Bureau,
shown as attachment 2.

Robin Ralston asked whether any statistics were available on its effectiveness in
Texas. Ford responded that Texas A&M studies indicate it is effective in killing
hogs.

In response to an earlier question, Ford reported that written comments were
62.5 percent in favor of the proposed rule and 37.5 percent opposed.

Ralston asked whether the board could review the written comments received.
Ford stated that staff could compile and share them for the board’s review.

opo esticide rule vote

The board agreed to table action on the proposed rule until the written
comments are available for the board to review and progress reports are
received, potentially from Texas and Oklahoma.

. Proposed catfish rule vote

Chair Meyer introduced the proposed catfish rule, shown as attachment 3.
Corey Seats explained that the statute authorizing the rule was repealed during
the 2025 legislative session, which in turn requires the State Plant Board to
repeal the rule. No comments were received during the public comment period.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to the
Code of Arkansas Rules. Attachment 1

Proposed Rulemaking

Title

Promulgated by:
State Plant Board

Title 2. Agriculture

Chapter II. State Plant Board, Department of Agriculture
Subchapter C. Pesticides

Part 70. Arkansas Rules on Pesticide Use

Subpart 1. Generally

2 CAR § 70-101. Title.

(a) The following rules of the State Plant Board, written pursuant to the Arkansas
Pesticide Use and Application Act, Arkansas Code § 20-20-201 et seq., and the Arkansas
Pesticide Control Act, Arkansas Code § 2-16-401 et seq., shall be known as “The
Arkansas Rules On Pesticide Use”. _

(b)' Promulgation of this part repeals all provisions of the State Plant Board’s
current rules entitled “Arkansas Rules On 2,4-D, 2,4-DB, MCPA, And Other State
Restricted Use Herbicides"” effective December 31, 2002.

2 CAR § 70-102. Purpose.

(a) Pesticides are valuable to the state’s agricultural production and to the
protection of people and the environment from insects, rodents, weeds, and other
forms of life which may be pests, but it is essential to the public health and welfare that
they be regulated to prevent adverse effects on human life and the environment.

(b) However, at times certain pesticides present problems that were unanticipated
by the:
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(3) The applicable restrictions identified for Class A, Class B, and Class C; and
(4) The following additional restrictions.
(b)(1) Applications may be made only when the wind is not blowing in the direction
of: . .
(A) Desirable vegetation;
(B) Waterways; or
(C) Where human health or the environment may be adversely impacted.
(2) Where desirable vegetation, waterways, or human health and the
environment cannot be protected by ensuring they are not downwind from the
application site, then, unless a greater distance is required by the label or other
applicable state or federal rules, a three hundred-foot minimum buffer zone must be
maintained between the protected entity (desirable vegetation, waterway, etc.) and the

sprayed area.

2 CAR § 70-110. Class E.
(a) Products with this designation shall be used in accordance with:

(1) All other applicable federal or state laws and the rules written pursuant
thereto;

(2) The label registered with the State of Arkansas;

(3) The applicable restrictions identified for Class A, Class B, Class C, and Class
D; and

(4) The following additional restrictions.

(b) Dealers requirements.

(1)(A) Before selling, offering for sale, or distributing pesticides with this
designation in packages of more than one quart (1 gt.), a dealer must be a licensed
restricted use pesticides dealer.

(B) A dealer may sell, offer for sale, or distribute only those pesticides that
are registered in the state.

(2)(A) Each branch of a license holding dealer which also sells or distributes
these products must have a dealer’s license.
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(vii) All decals and permits expire on December 31 of each year.

(viii) Equipment used to apply pesticides with this designation shall
not be used for the application of other pesticides that do not carry this designation or
the Class F designation unless the following has been done:

(a) The vehicle must be thoroughly decontaminated;
(b)(1) The tank must be thoroughly rinsed and the rinsate
disposed of in accordance with the label.

(2) If the label does not address rinsate disposal, the rinsate
should be collected and disposed of in accordance with applicable state and federal
disposal laws; and

(c)(1) The entire spray or application system must be replaced or
decontaminated using the best available technology such that a sample taken from the
successive pesticide tank load would contain no detectable concentration of the
previous product. '

(2) Where research has established a concentration below
which no adverse effects occur and that concentration level is not a violation of state or
federal law or rules written pursuant to such laws, then that established concentration
will be acceptable.

(3) Compliance with this provision in no way exempts the
product user from compliance with any other responsibility imposed by state or federal
law or regulation written pursuant thereto.

(4)(A) Pesticide application equipment must have a leak-free
valve that is painted hunter orange from which a sample can be taken.

(B) Aircraft must have a sample valve located at the low
point in the spray system.
(C) Ground application equipment must have a sample
valve located in the pressure by-pass line;
()(i)¢a) All firms desiring to do custom application work must have a
custom application permit to do so. Said permit must designate an operator-in-charge.
(b) Eligibility as operator-in-charge will be conditioned on the
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custom applicators from the provisions of this part when making applications for the
agencies listed herein or exempting any such agency acting as a dealer from the dealer
reguirements.

(2) Products with the Class E or Class F designation that are not designated as
restricted use products by the United States Environmental Protection Agency may be
purchased from an Arkansas pesticide dealer for use outside the State of Arkansas
without the dealer having to have a dealer’s license or the purchaser having an
applicator’s license.

(3) Commercial applicators and private applicators that can provide proof of
current certification and licensing from another state may purchase restricted use
pesticides from a restricted use pesticide dealer licensed in Arkansas if the product is to

be used outside of Arkansas.

2 CAR § 70-111. Class F.

(a) Products with this designation shall be used in accordance with:

(1) All other applicable federal or state laws and the rules written pursuant
thereto;

(2) The label registered with the State of Arkansas;

(3) The applicable requirements identified for Class A, Class B, Class C, Class
D, and Class E; and

(4) The following additional restrictions.

(b) Dealers may not store or transport products with this designation in the same
room or vehicle with seeds, other pesticides that do not have this designation, or
fertilizers, except in leak-proof containers not to be opened while in storage, and must
observe all other precautions necessary to prevent contamination of these products.

(c) The use of esters of the products with this designation, except low-volatile
esters, is prohibited.'

(d) No product with this designation may be applied within one-fourth (1/4) mile of
susceptible crops at any time except as otherwise indicated by this part.

(e) From April 16 through September 15 of each year, the following conditions shall
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(i) Cotton; and

(i) Corn.

(B) All board restrictions on 2,4-D containing products will apply except
the following:

| (i) 2 CAR § 70-111(d);

(ii) 2 CAR § 70-111(e)(1);

(iii) 2 CAR § 70-111(e)(2);

(iv) 2 CAR § 70-111(e)(3); and

(v) 2 CAR § 70-111(h); and

(C) The application window in 2 CAR § 70-111(e) shall not apply.

(2) In addition to all product label requirements, the following conditions
apply:

(A) At the time of application, the wind must be blowing away from
adjacent sensitive areas and nontarget susceptible crops as identified by the product
label;

(B) The wind speed during the application may not exceed ten miles per
hour (10 m.p.h.);

(C) The volume median diameter (VMD) of the spray droplets must be
greater than three hundred (300) microns; and

(D)(i) Tank mixes will not be permitted unless research data, from a
source acceptable to the board, is provided.

(i) This data must prove that the mix, when applied according to the
product label and state restrictions, does not increase the driftable fines (those less
than two hundred (200) microns) by more than ten percent (10%) over that of the
product alone.

(iii) However, there will be a limit of no more than ten percent (10%)
of the total mix’s droplets to be smaller than two hundred (200) microns.

(iv) This tank mix requirement may be waived in part or in whole by
the board if no entity can be identified as an acceptable source for development of the
data.
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with this classification shall be assessed at the level indicated by the State Plant Board's
Enforcement Response Rules, 2 CAR pt. 73, for a restricted-use product plus, where not
otherwise forbidden by state or federal law, additional civil penalties may be added to
bring the amount of the assessment up to the maximum amount allowed by law.

(d) For purposes of civil penalty assessment, products named to this classification
shall be considered the same as federally restricted use products if not already
designated as such.

(e) Failure to comply with these requirements will be a violation of this part.

2 CAR § 70-113. Class H.
(a)(1) Products with this designation shall be used in accordance with:
(A) All other applicable federal and state laws and rules written pursuant
thereto;
(B) The label régistered with the State of Arkansas;
(C) The applicable restrictions identified for Class A; and
(D) The following additional restrictions.

(2) Products assigned to this class include only those products packaged in

containers of more than one quart (1 qt.), labeled for agricultural use.
(b) Dealer requirements.

(1)(A) Before selling, offering for sale, or distributing pesticides with this
designation in packages of more than one quart (1 gt.), a dealer must be a licensed
restricted use pesticides dealer.

(B) A dealer may sell, offer for sale, or distribute only those pesticides that
are registered in the state.

(2)(A) Each branch of a license holding dealer which also sells or distributes
these products must have a dealer’s license. ‘

(B) Firms or distributors who take orders for these products must secure a
dealer’s license, even though the order is placed with a dealer or manufacturer who
holds a license, and even though no profit is made.

(3)(A) Dealers must keep a record of each sale or distribution of products with
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counties with minimal bear activity and significant feral hog pressure are being regulated in a way
that will essentially deny them a much-needed tool for eliminating feral hogs on agricultural lands.

We are also concerned about the seasonal restriction in Section (c)(1)(B), which prohibits use in
all non-bear counties from April 1 through November 30. This restriction removes access to a
critical tool during peak agricultural months, when feral hog damage is often most severe. More
importantly, it imposes limitations even in counties where there is no evidence of black bear
presence. Imposing a fixed seasonal ban, rather than implementing site-specific risk assessments
or adaptive management plans, unnecessarily limits producers’ options without corresponding
scientific support.

The Kaput Feral Hog Bait label directs applicators to monitor bait feeders every 2 to 4 days once
treatment has begun, to ensure hog activity and reduce the risk of spillage or non-target exposure.
Since label-specific training is already required under Section (c)(2)(A), we recommend that the
curriculum include guidance on identifying signs of black bear presence. Applicators should be
trained to recognize indicators such as tracks, scat, or trail camera footage, and instructed to
suspend use immediately if such signs are observed. This would provide a site-level safeguard
that supports wildlife protection without implementing blanket restrictions at the county level.

We urge the State Plant Board to revise the proposed rule to allow for more flexible, science-
based management of feral hog toxicants. It is in the best interest of Arkansas farmers and
ranchers to have access to any and all methods of effective eradication tools to manage one the
most destructive invasive species in the state.

Sincerely,

@ Gt

Dan Wright, President
Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation
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Arkansas Department of Agriculture

as a control measure to prevent unauthorized modifications to payroll direct deposits.
Additionally, the Department has reiterated with staff that any suspected or actual theft or
shortage must be reported immediately to the Department's fiscal leadership to ensure
timely and appropriate notification to Arkansas Legislative Audit.

ENABLING LEGISLATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

The Arkansas Agriculture Department was created by Act 1978 of 2005 to enhance marketing of the
State's agricultural products in state, national, and international markets. The creation of the
Department also combined the administrative functions of three existing state agencies (i.e.,
Arkansas Forestry Commission, Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission, and Arkansas, State
Plant Board) with the Agriculture Department. The Arkansas Natural Resources Commission was
established to provide adequate, acceptable water for all users; to plan and coordinate water
resource development; to protect individual water rights; to inspect and approve all dam
construction; and to perform research to improve water and soil conservation. In accordance with
Act 910 of 2019, effective July 1, 2019, these agencies, along with the Arkansas State Board of
Registration for Professional Soil Classifiers, the Arkansas State Board of Registration for Foresters,
and the Arkansas Veterinary Medical Examining Board, were combined to create the cabinet-level
Department of Agriculture. As shown in Exhibit | on page 3, the Department has five divisions:

1. Livestock and Poultry Division was established to control and eradicate diseases and
pests in livestock and poultry and to supervise enforcement actions related to livestock
and poultry.

2. Shared Services Division administers shared services that are available to and used by
all divisions in the Department of Agriculture.

3. Plant Industries Division protects the citizens of Arkansas and the agriculture industry
by enforcing laws and regulations related to insect and disease control.

4. Forestry Division, led by the State Forester, protects Arkansas's forests from wildfires
and other natural hazards and promotes forest health, stewardship, development, and
conservation,

5. Natural Resources Division establishes policy and makes funding and regulatory
decisions related to the conservation, development, and management of Arkansas's
waters.

As a result of Act 712 of 2023, effective July 1, 2023, the following entities and their administrative
functions were transferred to the Department of Agriculture: the Arkansas Catfish Promotion Board,
Arkansas Soybean Promotion Beoard, Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board, Arkansas
Wheat Promotion Board, Arkansas Corn and Grain Sorghum Promotion Board, and Arkansas Beef
Council. Arkansas Farm Bureau, which had performed administrative duties for these agencies,
continued to assist with the administration of the agencies until July 31, 2023.

FISCAL ANALYSIS

Summary financial information for each business area is presented in Exhibit Il on page 3.

Revenues, Expenditures, and Transfers

The Department reported $71.6 miillion in total revenue for fiscal year 2024. The primary source of
these funds was special revenues. Expenditures totaled $169.4 million for fiscal year 2024, with
salaries comprising 24.3%. The Department reported net transfers in of $87.5 million for fiscal year
2024. Total general revenue transfers in were $27.2 million. Revenues, expenditures, and transfers
for fiscal years 2020 through 2024 are presented in Exhibit lll on page 4.
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Exhibit lll

Arkansas Department of Agriculture
Revenues, Expenditures, and Transfers
For the Years Ended June 30, 2020 through 2024

Fiscal Year

3 -‘ :
Expenditures )
Salarles $§ 41,194631 5 41,061,074 S 39376866 $ 36,685756 $ 36,107,448
Commodities, materials, and supplies 5,418,637 4,938,002 4,844,134 4,301,637 3,564,784
Assistance, grants, and alds 103,567,140 25,385,747 13,477,819 19,249,211 11,254,507
Other expenses 19,198,863 34,055,452 25,835,040 8,502,036 2,532,290

$ 169379271 _$ 105440275 S 83533959 § 680938.640 S 53,459,028

L 8 [BTAG9 530, 8L 1231960052

Note: Amounts prior to fiscal year 2024 do not include premotion boards transferred into the cabinet-level Department of Agriculture.
Source: Arkansas Administrative Statewide Information System Trial Balance (unaudited by Arkansas Legislative Audit)

Assets, Deferred Outflow of Resources, and Liabilities

As of June 30, 2024, the Department’s assets totaled $393.3 million, and liabilities totaled
$221.7 million. A significant portion of assets is related to loan receivables, and a significant
portion of liabilities is related to bonds payable, both of which are discussed separately below.
Asset and liability balances at year-end for fiscal years 2020 through 2024 are presented in
Exhibit IV on page 5.

Loans Receivable

One major Department activity is administering loans for various water, sewer, and wastewater
projects of the State. Related to these activities, the Department reported net loans receivable
of $127.5 million: total loans receivable of $238.3 million less allowance for doubtful accounts
and deferred loans of $110.8 million. Allowance for doubtful accounts refers to loans that meet
criteria determined by the Department in the normal course of business. Deferred loans are for
irrigation projects with project completion not expected until additional funding from federal
sources is available. Payments are not due until project completion. A schedule of loan activity
by type for the year ended June 30, 2024, is provided in Exhibit V on page 6.

Bonds Payable and Debt Service

Funding for loans is from general obligation and other bond proceeds. Debt service is from
collections on loans, other Department funds, and general revenue. The Department reported
$206.4 million in bonds payable for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2024, as shown in Exhibit
VI on page 6. In fiscal year 2024, the Department issued $30.0 million in new bond debt.

TN
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Exhibit VI

Arkansas Department of Agriculture
Bonds Payable Roll Forward Summary
For the Years Ended June 30, 2024 and 2023

Fiscal Year

e o S _2024_ 22
TS ayaEIS AU EE G Of VaAL-: - W8 908, TIN00 o s S AT 70,0001
Additions

Bond issues 30,000,000 43,600,000
B, T S, T
~ 7 Sethedilled panelpzl payments. (23 4051000)... .- ;
Bonds Payable at YearEnd $ 206,365,000

Source: Arkansas Administrative Statewlde Information System Trial Balance
(unaudited by Arkansas Legisiative Audit)

Tariff-Rate Quota (TRQ) Activity by Year

The Tariff-Rate Quota (TRQ) proceeds generated through the export of rice to certain
European Union countries have existed since 1999. TRQ proceeds associated with exports to
Columbia began in fiscal year 2013. TRQ proceeds are deposited periodically into the
investment account maintained by the Rice Foundation. Investment income is also deposited
into the account, and disbursements from the account have only been for projects approved
by the Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board. The Colombia TRQ agreement spans
20 years. In years 1-10, proceeds can only be used for direct research projects. In years 11-
20, proceeds can be used for direct projects. At no time can proceeds be used for general
administrative purposes. A summary of TRQ activities and balances from their inception until
June 30, 2024, is included in Exhibit VIl on page 7.



Exhibit VIl

Arkansas Department of Agriculture — Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board
Tariff-Rate Quota (TRQ) Activities and Balances
For the Years Ended June 30, 1999 through 2024

-_European Unlon ?‘q‘ Colombia
Deposits : To-Date 1 Deposils To-Date

Fiscal from Research Urrealized L, from Research Unrealized A

Year AARQ Interest _ Profects  _ Gain/(Loss) Balance if COL-RICE Interest Projects Gain/(Loss) Balance

FY1889 § 805,185 § 11,830 : s 08124 I :

FY2000 883,571 50,101 S (222,804) 1,618,892 li 5

FY2001 657,301 85,262 (135,328) 2,226,127 ;:

FY2002 - 588,284 34,486 (362,471) 2,486,426 ;7

FY2003 715,915 13,360 (1,443,638) 1,772,063

FY2004 873,478 8,625 (200,000) 2,454,186

FY2005 270,263 31,231 (200,000) 2,555,660

FY2006 102,008 71,300 (200,000) 2,528,968

FY2007 49,347 127,284 (200,000) 2,505,598

FY2008 44,466 114,006 (200,000) 2,484,071

FY2008 111,854 86,927 2,662,852

FY2010 142,199 5,281 (2,300,000) 510,332

FY2011 143,164 {2,838) 650,658

FY2012 159,980 2,118 812,756

FY2013 93,793 3,170 809,719 $ 1444539 S 2758 S 1,447,357

FY2014 75,178 1,231 986,128 5,257,588 5661 S (527,000) 6,183,608

FY2015 51,664 2,264 1,040,056 7,814,998 17,049 (4,033,703) 9,681,950

FY2016 48,888 6,628 1,095,574 7,534,075 81,166 (613,177) 16,984,014

FY2017 52,954 9,934 1,158,462 8,082,545 148,746 (5,168,000) 18,044,305

FY2018 83,319 13,783 (89,000) 1,166,564 1,381,630 182,261 (4,000,000) 15,618,197

FY2019 87,681 23,300 (30,000) 1,257,554 3,302,440 292,573 (5.544,331) 13,668,879

FY2020 19,541 2373 (85,500) 1,234,868 7,363,032 224,897 (11,987,482) 6,269,326

FY2021 3,853 (35,000) 1,203,621 204,738 27,793 8,501,857

FY2022 2,302 (35,000) 1,170,923 765,208 . 19,238 (275,108) 10,011,193

FY2023 13,956 1,184,878 1,772,485 111,128 (4,654,487) 7,240,328

FY2024 75,906 24,538 (70.000) _S , 278! 1,212,046 1,987,805 158,496 (047.564) _$  (22,724) 8,397,341
s

Totals § 6.236§940 S 7675225 '.S 55.7885841! S 53.278! $ i:% 3445891.152 $ 1.280,785 5527.751.352! S 522.724! S 8,397,341

AARQ = Association for the Allocation of Rice Quotas, Inc.
COL-RICE = Colombia Rice Exporl Quota, Inc. . ~

Source: Arkansas Department of Agricuiture (unaudited by the Arkansas Legisletive Audit)

1pny aAnejsiba sesueyiy






