
Page 1 of 2 

ARKANSAS SOYBEAN PROMOTION BOARD SPECIAL CALLED MEETING—DAY 1 
Zoom Only 

 
Minutes 

 
May 26, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Members Present via Zoom:  Josh Cureton, Brad Doyle, West Higginbothom, Matthew 
Roberson, Patrick Matt Smith, John Freeman 

 
Members Absent:   Boyce Johnson, Donald Morton JR., BJ Royce Rodgers II  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Doyle called the meeting to order at 10:00am. A quorum was established and 
confirmed by the AR Department of Agriculture (department).  
 
UNITED SOYBEAN BOARD (USB) MEMBER NOMINATION  
The board discussed the need to submit two names for United Soybean Board (USB) director 
nominations on behalf of Arkansas. Administrator Caleb Allen explained the USB 
nomination process, stating that appointments are three-year terms and members may 
serve up to three consecutive terms. ATTACHMENT 1 
 
Members mentioned that they would prefer an active soybean farmer in this role, prompting 
discussion.  
 
Several possible candidates were discussed. Jason McGee was suggested and noted as a 
strong option. Other names were discussed, with some members declining interest due to 
time constraints.  
 
Admin Allen mentioned that a better outreach program for USB nominations may be 
developed in the future to make this process easier.   
 
The board agreed to reconvene the next day, May 27, 2026, at 10:00am in a special called 
meeting to finalize the two names after members reached out to potential candidates.  
 
AG IN THE CLASSROOM – SOYBEAN AG READER MATERIALS APPROVAL  
Donette Spann (Arkansas Farm Bureau) gave an update on board-funded projects and asked 
the board to approve the Soybean Ag Reader for printing. She showed updates made to the 
publication, including lessons on soybean growth, classroom activities, and Arkansas 
soybean facts. ATTACHMENT 2 
 
Chairman Doyle requested adding information explaining that most vegetable oil sold in 
stores is soybean oil. Spann agreed to add this. 
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Chairman Doyle asked Spann if Ag in the Classroom was a national organization and Spann 
answered that it was.   
 
Motion to approve the Soybean Ag Reader with the added soybean oil information; 
moved by Matthew Roberson, seconded by Matt Smith. Motion passed.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
The next summer meeting date is July 23, 2026, at the Arkansas Department of Agriculture.  
 
Admin Allen requested specific research topics to address in marketing film highlights on 
behalf of the board’s marketing company, the Communications Group.  
 
Members recommended planting timing, fungicide work, irrigation, and insect issues. They 
also suggested filming with crop consultants or county extension agents to show real field 
issues.   
 
Chairman Doyle requested that the summer meeting activities include presentations from 
new funding recipients to explain how they use checkoff dollars. He also suggested a tour of 
the department’s seed laboratory.  
 
RECESS 
Meeting recessed at 10:41am until the following morning, May 27, 2026, at 10:00am.  
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Brad Doyle, Chairman 
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ARKANSAS SOYBEAN PROMOTION BOARD SPECIAL CALLED MEETING—DAY 2 
Zoom Only 

 
Minutes 

 
May 27, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Members Present via Zoom:  Josh Cureton, Brad Doyle, West Higginbothom, Matthew 
Roberson, Patrick Matt Smith, John Freeman 

 
Members Absent:   Boyce Johnson, Donald Morton JR., BJ Royce Rodgers II  
 
RECONVENE 
Chairman Doyle reconvened the special called meeting at 10:00am. A quorum was 
established and confirmed by the Arkansas Department of Agriculture (department).  
This meeting was a follow-up to continue discussion on the United Soybean Board (USB) 
director nominations.  
 
UNITED SOYBEAN BOARD (USB) NOMINATIONS 
The board reopened discussion on nominations for the USB director seat. Members had 
reached out to possible candidates after the previous day’s meeting to confirm their 
interest. ATTACHMENT 1 
 
Member Smith reported that Matt Miles is willing to serve as a nominee. Board members 
agreed he is well known in the Arkansas soybean industry and actively engaged in farming.  
Jason McGee had previously been discussed as another strong candidate and confirmed 
her would serve if selected.  
 
Board members stated both candidates are qualified. Each brings strong experience in 
soybean production and outreach, representing Arkansas well on the national stage. 
Discussion ensued.  
 
Motion to nominate Jason McGee as the primary USB nominee and Matt Miles as the 
secondary USB nominee; moved by Matthew Roberson, seconded by West 
Higginbothom. Motion passed.  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting adjourned around 10:11am.  
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Brad Doyle, Chairman 
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Appendix 01

ATTACHMENT 1
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1 
 

2026 United Soybean Board Vacancies 
 

**Names in bold are not eligible to be renominated because they  
have met their term limits** 

 
State Number of 

Vacancies 
Current Board Member 

Alabama 1 Sam Butler 
Alabama ALT 1 David Wilson 
Arkansas 1 AJ Hood 
Delaware 1  Vacant (2-Year Term) 
Illinois 1 Gary Berg 
Indiana 1 Tom Griffiths 
Iowa 2 Timothy Bardole 

Brent Renner 
Kansas 1 Charles Atkinson 
Kentucky 1 Keith Tapp 
Maryland 1 Mary Stewart 
Michigan 1 Laurie Isley 
Minnesota 1 Lawrence Sukalski 
Mississippi 1 Philip Good 
Missouri 1 Kyle Durham 
Nebraska 1 Greg Greving 
North Dakota 1 Vacant (2-Year Term) 
Ohio 1 Dave Dotterer 
South Carolina 1 Fitzhugh Bethea 
South Carolina ALT 1 Charlie Whiten 
South Dakota 1 Todd Hanten 
Tennessee 1 Eric Maupin 
Texas 1 Andrew Scott 
Texas ALT 1 Sam Sparks 
Virginia 1 Vacant (2-Year Term) 
TOTAL 22 Members & 3 Alternates 

 



Arkansas 
Ag in the Classroom

Program Update

Donette Spann
Director, Ag in the Classroom

Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation
May 26, 2026

ATTACHMENT 2





Elementary Ag Education 
Professional Development Workshop
• The Elementary Agriculture 

Education Pilot Program (Act 
243 of 2023)

• To engage elementary students 
with agriculture curriculum 
specifically written for K-6 
students

• Earn Elementary Ag Education 
endorsement

• Hands-on training



• 22 teachers from 15 schools
• 2-day Summer PD Part 1 (July 2025) 
• 1-day Winter PD Part 2 (Jan 2026)
• Curriculum Specialist from the National Center for Ag Literacy

• Year 2 of the Pilot Program (2026-2027)
• 12 schools (20+ more teachers)
• 2-day workshop with all curriculum in July
• Quarterly webinars 

• SPB helped fund workshops, materials, and curriculum for $20,000 in 
FY26

Elementary Ag Education 
Professional Development Workshop





Year 1 (2025-26)
Elkins Primary School
Kirby Elementary School 
NLR 6 Academy of Ag & Vet Science
Alma School District
Monticello Intermediate School
Arkansas Virtual Academy
Wynne Primary School 
Cave City Elementary School
Calico Rock Elementary
Nettleton STEAM Elementary
Izard Co. STEM Elementary
Lamar Elementary
Atkins Middle School
Pangburn Elementary
Cedar Ridge Elementary

Year 2 of EAEPP (2026-27)
Gurdon School District- Cabe Elementary
Cabot School District- Ward Central Elem.
Mountainburg Middle School Brain Academy
Bradford Elementary
Lead Hill Elementary
Viola Elementary
Prairie Grove Primary & Intermediate Schools
Hamburg School District- Allbritton Elementary
Beebe Elementary
Paragould Primary School
Mountain View Elementary
Arkansas Jacksonville Lighthouse Charter School

Schools Participating in the Pilot Program



Soybean Ag Reader



https://issuu.com/arfb/docs/2026_ag_reader_-_soybean

https://issuu.com/arfb/docs/2026_ag_reader_-_soybean
https://issuu.com/arfb/docs/2026_ag_reader_-_soybean
https://issuu.com/arfb/docs/2026_ag_reader_-_soybean


Questions?



Appendix 2










