ARKANSAS RICE RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD MEETING
Minutes

November 12, 2025
9:00a.m.

The Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board meeting was held at the Arkansas
Department of Agriculture, 1 Natural Resources Drive, Little Rock, AR.

Members present: Jay Coker, David Gairhan, Scott Matthews, Carl “Cap” Phillips, Jeff
Rutledge, Paul Schwarz, Jim Whitaker

Members present via Zoom: Becton Bell, Charles Williams
Chair Jim Whitaker called the meeting to order and welcomed all members and guests.

The Rice Research and Promotion Board meeting minutes of July 31, 2025, were presented
for review and approval.

Moved by Phillips, seconded by Coker to approve meeting minutes as presented.
Motion carried.

Inoussa Zaki, Chief Fiscal Officer, presented the financial report for the period ending
October 31, 2025, shown as Attachment 1.

The reserve fund balance at the beginning of the fiscal year was $484,000. Between July 1
and the end of October, $1.8 million was collected in total receipts. $918,000, between
producers and buyers, respectively. With a treasury reduction of 3 percent, total available
revenue at the end of this reporting period totaled $2,266,611. Total expenditures total
$729,483, finishing with an accumulated revenue of $1,537,000. Outstanding
commitments are the October checkoff to be remitted in November to USA Rice totaling
$490,509. As of October 31, 2025, the unallocated balance totals $1,046,619.

Also included in the report is the projection of collections as of October 31, 2025, based on
the September 2025 USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) forecast.

As of this reporting period, based on the revenues collected, we are at 32.8 percent of the
mass gross collection.

As of today, the TRQ is at $10,059,993 available. Of that, $8.9 million is invested in CDs.
Since the board began using the McGehee Bank, total generated interest is approximately
$514,270.65.
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Moved by Schwartz, seconded by Rutledge to approve the financial report as
presented.

Motion carried.

Matthews opened discussion regarding the annual field day at the Northeast Rice
Research and Extension Center in Harrisburg, AR. He emphasized the importance of
increasing farmer participation and suggested the possibility of hosting a farmers-only field
day. Extension Center staff engaged with Matthews to explore potential solutions and
address his concerns.

Chair Whittaker stated that the board needs to establish a specific funding target amount
for research and promotions for the 2026-27 cycle. A general discussion followed among
members regarding potential approaches and considerations.

Moved by Coker, seconded by Matthews, to set the funding target amount at $2.4
million. "

Motion carried.

Chair Whitaker proceeded to set funding meeting dates for 2026.
e January 29 and 30, 2026, in Little Rock, AR at 9:00 a.m. )
e February 4, 2026, at the Northeast Rice Research and Extension Center, Harrisburg,
AR, time to be determined.

All proposals are to be submitted no later than January 9, 2026.

Chair Whittaker requested that members share their areas of concern to provide the
University of Arkansas with clear guidance on the board’s priorities for research and
promotion projects.

A question was raised about the status of Keenali. It was reported that a request for a
Section 18 exemption has been submitted. Chair Whittaker noted that he had previously
submitted a letter sUpporting approval of the Section 18 exemption. A question was raised
regarding whether the board could also issue a letter of support. Chair Whittaker stated
that it would be acceptable and that he will review the letter he submitted to determine
whether it was sent in his personal capacity or in his role as chair of the board.

Moved by Gairhan, seconded by Phillips to send a letter of support for a Section 18 for
the herbicide Keenali.

Motion carried.

Page 2 of 4



Meeting dates for the rest of 2026 will be set at a later meeting.

The board discussed potential topics for future research and promotion projects.
Suggestions included milling yield studies, drone technology applications, impregnation of
herbicides on dry fertilizers, insect and disease management, alternative uses for rice
straw, post-harvest research, and the possibility of linking quality insurance policies to
individual plots, among other ideas.

Chair Whittaker noted that last year the board advanced up to $2 million to the University
of Arkansas, with funds placed in an interest-bearing account. Dr. Nathan Slaton reported
that the account has generated approximately $64,000 in interest. These earnings may be
used by the University to purchase farm equipment and other needs, subject to board
requests and approval.

Moved by Phillips, seconded by Schwarz to move up to $2 million, starting with
unallocated funds to the University of Arkansas.

Motion carried.

Jarrod Hardke, Rice Extension Agronomist, University of Arkansas, Division of Agriculture,
Rice Research and Extension, delivered a presentation reviewing the 2025 rice season.
Attachment 2.

Dr. Nick Bateman, Rice Research and Extension Center - Stuttgart, delivered an update on
Rice Delphacid. Attachment 3

Ronnie Helms, Ph.D., Research Agronomist, G & H Associates, delivered a rice milling
quality study for 2025. Attachment 4.

Chair Whittaker addressed the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National
Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) co-funded agreement with the board. He noted
that, due to the ongoing government shutdown affecting USDA operations, no projects will
be reviewed until the shutdown concludes. As a result, the board was advised to reapply
next year. Previously, the board voted to commit TRQ dollars in the amount of $150,000 to
investin the program.

Governor Sarah Huckabee Sanders and others have put together a pilot project to get
Arkansas grown rice into Arkansas public schools. A video presentation was shared
featuring Leslie Tell, Farm to School Coordinator with the Arkansas Department of
Agriculture. In the video, she discussed the Arkansas Rice in Schools Program, highlighting
its goals and initiatives to promote local rice in school meal programs. Tell stated, with the
support of the Governor, the pilot program was launched in partnership with Arkansas Rice
and USA Rice. The goal is to increase the use of Arkansas rice in public schools while
helping students learn about agriculture, nutrition, and where their food comes from.
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Attachment 1

ARKANSAS RICE RESEARCH AND PROMOTION BOARD
INCOME, EXPENSES, AND ACCUMULATED REVENUE
JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH OCTOBER 31, 2025

REVENUE:
Beginning Fund Balance $ 484,896
Gross Collections $ 1,836,571
Producer $ 918,285
Buyer $ 918,285
Audit penalties and interest $ -
Other Revenue $ 240
DEDUCTIONS:
Less Revenue and Treas. (3%) $ 55,097
TOTAL AVAILABLE REVENUE $ 2,266,611
EXPENDITURES:
Board Expenses:
Board Member Travel Lodging $ -
Board Member Travel Mileage $ 368
Board Meeting Food Purchase $ -
Postage : $ 986
Website $ -
Total Board Expenses $ 1,354
Program Expenses:
USA Rice Council $ 563,129
University of Arkansas $ 10,000
Producer Information $ -
G&H Associates, Rice Foundation $ 155,000
Coop. Ext. Service $ -
Total Program $ 728,129
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $ 729,483
ACCUMULATED REVENUE: $ 1,537,128
Contingency Reserve $ -
Payable to Rice Foundation $ -
Payable to USA Rice Council $ 490,509
Payable to UofA $ -
Unallocated Balance $ 1,046,619
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